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About the Mount Lawley Society 
 
The Mount Lawley Society was founded in October 1977, with the aim of fostering a 
community spirit, with a focus on the retention of the older buildings and townscapes, 
protection of the limited open space and to research and publicise the history of the suburbs.  

Our Objectives 

• to promote the history of Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley and inform the 
community about it; 

• to protect the heritage character of Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley through 
local, state and federal laws and regulations;  

• to research and publicise people, places and events in the history of Inglewood, 
Menora and Mount Lawley; 

• to prevent the demolition of original character or heritage buildings; 
• to preserve and improve heritage structures, streetscapes and landscapes within 

Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley; 
• to assist members to prevent developments which threaten the heritage character of 

Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley; 
• to assist members to preserve the amenity of their properties and streetscapes within 

Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley; 
• to preserve and expand the limited public open space in Inglewood, Menora and 

Mount Lawley; 
• to work closely with community, businesses, local councils and other associations to 

enrich the heritage and cultural life of Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley; and 
• to support the Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley business districts. 
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Joanne Burgess  
Urban Forest Senior Project Officer  
Parks and Sustainability  
City of Stirling 
25 Cedric Street 
STIRLING  WA  6021 
 
 
Dear Ms Burgess 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the City of Stirling’s Urban Forest Plan. 
 
The Mount Lawley Society (Society) is committed to preserving, protecting and improving 
the heritage character of the suburbs it represents, namely Inglewood, Menora and Mount 
Lawley. As such it recognises the crucial contribution of trees and shrubs in streetscapes 
and landscapes (private and public) to the maintenance of these suburbs’ unique heritage 
character.  
 
The Society commends the City of Stirling (City) on its recognition of the need to address the 
decline of the urban forest within the City by developing a long-term and comprehensive 
Urban Forest Plan (Plan) to maintain and extend the diverse canopy of trees within the City 
as a whole. The Society also commends the thorough consultation process undertaken with 
key stakeholders to develop the Plan.  
 
 
Our feedback concentrates on five aspects of the Plan: 

• The Canopy Target 
• Strategies and Action Areas 
• R Codes 
• Incentives-based Approach 
• Measuring and Communicating Progress. 

 
The Canopy Target 
 
The Society is pleased to discover that the total canopy cover of Coolbinia, Inglewood and 
Mt Lawley already exceeds the 2040 target of 18% set out in the Plan, and the fourth 
(Menora) is almost 17%. However, it notes with concern a projected loss of between 17% to 
28% canopy cover on residential land within these suburbs by 2022 – less than three years 
hence.  
 
The situation in the other 26 City of Stirling suburbs tends to be much worse. Thirteen 
suburbs will have a 30%-48% projected loss of canopy on residential land and seven a 
50%-83% loss, by 2022. This is in the context of residential land in the City currently having 
the second lowest canopy cover of all land types (8.4%). 
 
Given these overall projections, the Society considers that the achievement of the overall 
18% target by 2040 is far too conservative and must be brought forward to 2030. 
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Strategies and Action Areas 
 
The Plan’s four broad strategies to grow the urban forest and its four action areas provide a 
useful framework for planning and action. Action Areas 1, 3 and 4 are supported as future 
projects.  
 
Within Action Area 1, the Society believes underground power provides the biggest return on 
canopy investment, noting significant shade improvements in Mount Lawley and Coolbinia 
as verge trees are allowed to grow. 
 
The Society suggests an additional project be added based on an idea implemented recently 
in Darwin on Cavenagh Street. 
 
Pavement temperatures often exceeded 50 degrees in parts of Cavenagh Street. With a 
narrow median providing limited room for trees, an architecturally designed 50m long shade 
structure was installed in early 2019 over which grows green creepers/vines. Refer picture 
below. 
 
This might be an idea for Beaufort Street, Mount Lawley between the City’s two car parks 
where a civic square is planned on the western side as part of the current Streetscape 
Study. Alternatively, it could be a 50th Golden Jubilee project of the City. 
 

 
 
A similar but much smaller structure was installed over the footpath around parts of the new 
Perth Stadium. 
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As Action area 2 – Community, Leafy Neighbourhood and Tree Friendly Development 
Programs lacks any future projects, the Society would like to offer a number of suggestions. 
 

1. Wherever possible, integrate existing but related initiatives with the Plan. For 
example, the Mount Lawley Streetscape Study, which is currently in progress, should 
be integrated with the Plan.  
 
Canopy goals for heritage suburbs need to ensure that landscape plantings 
complement and enhance the character of the existing canopy. The Beaufort High 
Street, which currently lacks mature trees of the same heritage character as in the 
rest of Mt Lawley, needs particular attention. The outcomes of this study have the 
potential to contribute to the achievement of canopy goals, as well as improve local 
areas by providing shade and coolness in the summer months. Their implementation 
can help counter the projected canopy loss and possibly provide a model for action in 
other suburbs.  

 
2. Help residents develop more positive attitudes to caring for trees and verges by 

providing them with incentives to monitor street trees and verges (such as watering) 
and clear, easily accessible guidelines on how to take care of them.  
 

3. Encourage a sense of ownership by giving residents a choice in selecting the tree 
type when replacing or planting new trees.  
 
Community input to Mount Lawley Streetscape Study has identified a desire for trees 
that are in keeping in character with the heritage streets of Mount Lawley. 
 

4. Implement an initiative to ensure EVERY verge in the City of Stirling is planted with a 
street tree by winter 2022 (three planting seasons commencing in 2020). 
 
It is on City land that the City can have the greatest impact by leading. This initiative 
is tangible and visible to the community.  
 

5. Establish a ‘Significant Tree Register’ (similar to the Town of Victoria Park - 
https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Significant-trees), in 
2020 where residents are able to submit trees worthy of listing. (as opposed to 
limiting nominations to the owners of where the tree resides).  
 
Attached at Annexure ‘A’ on page 8 is the Town of Victoria Park’s Frequently Asked 
Questions on the project and a print out of their online map. 
 
A ‘THIS TREE IS IMPORTANT’ sign could be placed on the tree considered to be 
significant. 

 
The Society applauds the inclusion of Action Area 4 – Monitoring, Research and 
Communication, in the Plan. This is crucial to ensuring all elements of the Plan continue to 
be based on evidence and best practice and communication with stakeholder is facilitated 
through transparency.  
 

https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Significant-trees
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R Codes 

 
The Plan clearly demonstrates the very negative impact of the R Codes on reduction of 
canopy cover on residential land. 
 
The revision of Section 2 of the R Codes in February 2019 to require that new apartment 
developments retain existing trees, where possible, plant new trees where not possible and 
provide open spaces and deep soil to support tree health and growth is very welcome.   
 
However, the retention of Section 1 of the R-Codes without change and no date set for 
revision is a major concern for the Society.  
 
The manner in which Section 1 of the R-Codes is controlling development in Perth is leading 
to the creation of one big 'heat sink'. 
 
For instance, it is absurd that the definition of 'open space' under the R-Codes means areas 
under eaves, porches, alfresco spaces and verandahs. 'Open space' should mean 'green 
space'. This explains why rooves cover the whole of a block. It is time to change this 
definition to ensure ‘open space’ means ‘green space’. 
 
The Society does not accept as the Plan states, that the City has ‘little control’ in this area. 
 
The City does have the power to slow the ‘heat sink’ impact by reviewing its densities.  
 
The high rate of tree canopy reduction is directly linked to the blanket density coding of R40 
zoned areas throughout the City. Suburbs such as Nollamara, Balga and Westminster are 
wholly zoned R40.  
 
It is no coincidence that suburbs with large areas of R40 coding are suffering the highest 
tree canopy loss. From 2012 – 2022, Nollamara will have lost 83% of its residential land tree 
canopy, Westminster 55%, Balga 72% and Scarborough 53%. 
 
Most of the R40 coding is circa 30+ years old and unsuitable in today’s environment leading 
to enormous tree canopy loss and heat sinks. Densities could be increased adjacent and 
near to shops/public transport to take advantage of the improvements in Section 2 of the R-
Codes and lowered to at least R20/R25 in side residential streets.  
 
Lowering R40 zonings has happened in other locations including Dianella, Menora and most 
parts of Mount Lawley, significantly lessening the loss of tree canopy. 
 
Adopting an Urban Forest Strategy without a commitment to review offending densities and 
being smarter with density coding in the 21st century would be a significant failure, in the 
Society’s view. 
 
Accordingly, the Society recommends that the Plan include: 
 

(i) review by the City of all R40 density coding by 2022 throughout the municipality, 
starting with those suburbs most impacted. 
 

(ii) introduction of a requirement that when Development Applications are submitted 
for renovations/developments, the City provide appropriate incentives to the 
owner/developer to retain existing trees or plant new ones – this is consistent 
with the incentives-based approach of the Plan and is offered as a practical 
strategy 

 
(iii) immediate lobbying of lobby the State Government to review the definition of 

‘open space’ in the R-Codes to mean ‘green and tree space’ for single and 
grouped dwelling developments.  
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Incentives-based Approach  
 
The Society considers that there is merit in the rationale for this approach in the short term.  
The inclusion in this section of some of the key incentives being considered would 
strengthen it. 
 
The Society considers the evaluation of this approach through modeling in 2022 essential, 
together with the option to move to a more regulatory-based approach if progress is not 
achieved. 
 
Measuring Progress 
 
With regard to the long-term targets on page 28, the Society considers the targets for city 
land and tree health appropriate.  
 
The target for private land – an increase from the current 8.4% to 10% – seems very 
conservative. This target should be more ambitious. A range of measures to help achieve a 
higher target (including the use of incentives) needs to be identified. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Paul Collins         30 May 2019 
President  
Mount Lawley Society  
 
Postal Address 
PO Box 15 
MOUNT LAWLEY WA 6929 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
cc 
by email only: 
Mr Simon Millman MLA 
Ms Lisa Baker MLA 
 
City of Stirling: 
Mayor Mark Irwin 
Deputy Mayor David Lagan 
Crs Joe Ferrante, Suzanne Migdale and Bianca Sandri 
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Annexure 1 
 
Town of Victoria Park Significant Tree Register  

Taken from Town of Victoria Park’s website:  
https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Significant-trees/Frequently-asked-questions 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

How did the Significant Tree Register come into being? 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 November 2000, Council resolved "That an 
article be placed in council's next newsletter to allow residents to nominate 'significant' trees 
on private property". 
 
At the meeting held on 26 June 2001, the Town’s first list of significant trees was finalised 
and endorsed by Council. These trees were made up of: 

• 31 trees located on private property 
• 16 trees located on Town verges 
• 50+ trees located on Town parks 
• A number of park and verge trees were listed as they were identified in Tree Plan 

(1997) and the Remnant Vegetation Management Plan (2003). 

Since the original list was compiled, a further 112 street trees and 10 park trees have been 
identified as significant during the annual Street Tree Audit and added to the Significant Tree 
Register for the following reasons: 

64 – Aesthetic 
17 – Horticultural value 
30 – Old age 
1 – Rare  

What makes a significant tree special? 

Trees on the significant tree register have been assessed using specific criteria for their 
significance, as opposed to some trees being called significant just by their presence.  For a 
tree/s to be considered significant they must fulfil one or more of the following criteria: 

• Aesthetic value - trees which contribute significantly to streetscape, parks, gardens 
or natural landscape  

• Old age - trees which are particularly old or venerable 
• Species - trees which are of a rare species or variety, or having horticultural or 

genetic value  
• Commemorative - trees having association with an important historical event  
• Associations - with a well known public figure or ethnic group, or for heritage and 

cultural reasons 

How can I nominate a tree for the list? 

Fill out the Town’s Significant Tree Register nomination form. 

  

https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Significant-trees/Significant-tree-nomination-form
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What happens after a nomination is put forward? 

The nominated trees are assessed and evaluated by parks staff using a rating of one to five, 
with five being the highest retention value. The most appropriate rating is then allocated to 
each tree based on its worth and estimated remaining life. 

Council's current Street Tree Policy provides protection for all of the Town's street and park 
trees. This protection is assured through Council's delegation of authority for removal of 
street trees procedure. 

Where can I see the list of significant trees? 

A spreadsheet of all significant trees can be found here(PDF, 83KB). If you wish to view 
these trees on our mapping module (Intramaps) please follow this Intramaps - Significant 
Trees Mapping. 

 

https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/files/assets/public/document-resources/operations/forms-and-applications/significant-trees-register.pdf
http://maps.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/IntraMaps90/ApplicationEngine/frontend/mapbuilder/default.htm?configId=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&liteConfigId=1da5615a-0aba-4805-b517-f3a0f074c475&title=U2lnbmlmaWNhbnQgVHJlZXM=
http://maps.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/IntraMaps90/ApplicationEngine/frontend/mapbuilder/default.htm?configId=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&liteConfigId=1da5615a-0aba-4805-b517-f3a0f074c475&title=U2lnbmlmaWNhbnQgVHJlZXM=
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