
Mount Lawley Society 

Secretary/ Newsletter 
Beth McKechnie   

bmckechnie@bigpond.com 

0421 545 583 

WEBPAGE: www.mountlawleysociety.org.au Vol 35#4 December 2012  

CONTENTS 

Pg.1: President’s report. 

Pg.2 : President’s report 
continued .                     
Pg 2/3:Spring in the 
garden competition/ 
The MLS Scanner ; Ian 
Merker 

Pg . 4/5: Early memo-
ries by Gwen Wilber-
force, Courtesy of the 
Bandy family (final 
part) 

Pg. 6/7: Early policing 
in Mt Lawley #15 by              
Peter Conole/New 
members   

 Pg.8/9: WA’s Founder 
and Governor; ttWA 
initiatives filched by Sid 
Breeden  

Pg 10/11 : Heritage by 
Barrie Baker. The Haw-
kins family pt 1 

Pg 12-17: The winning 
garden in the MLS Gar-
den competition ,20 
Dumbarton Crescent 
Menora; the story by 
Linley and Paul 
Maisey /Committee for 
2013 

 

The MLS would like to 
hear from members 
who would be            
interested in  contribut-
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 MLS PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bruce Wooldridge 

Dear members, 

Welcome to the Final Newsletter of 2012.   

Mount Lawley Primary School update  The Department of Education has made public, 

on the Primary School web site (www.mountlawleyps.wa.edu.au/), sketches of the ap-

proved rebuild from a Second Avenue perspective. 

The streetscape will be essentially retained/rebuilt incorporating all of the pre World War II 

sections of the façade.  This is an excellent result and I congratulate the Department of 

Education on the community consultation that was ultimately put in place to achieve this 

outcome. 

Beaufort St Festival 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped man the stall. It was 

hot and very busy, but very successful. Our stall was visited by 

many. 

 “Spring in the City” garden competition 

The Mount Lawley Society’s Annual Garden Competition at-
tracted a record number of entries this year. These were nar-
rowed down to 13 finalists, with winners from each suburb of 
Mount Lawley, Inglewood and Menora, and an overall winning 
garden. All finalists received some wonderful prizes that were 
kindly donated by local businesses. We thank La Vigna Bottle 

Shop, Bonanza Paints, Planet Books, Mia Flora and Beaufort Garden World for their gener-
ous support of this event and the Society. Please refer to the article within this newsletter 
for the details of the winning gardens, which were announced at the AGM/Sundowner.                                              
AGM/Sundowner   The AGM was held at Coode Street Cafe on 7 December 2012.  We 
had a wonderful turnout and it was a fantastic evening.                                                          
I would like to thank Councillors Rod Willox and Joe Ferrante, and Michael Sutherland MLA 
for their kind donations for the raffles that were drawn on the night.                                                 
Coode Street Café was the perfect venue for the evening, and there were more than a few 
stragglers left when the venue called “time”.                                                                                   
MLS Committee                                                                                                            
We are fortunate to have had an extremely strong committee in 2012.  Each committee 
member has contributed to the various events and issues that we have dealt with through-
out the year.  I would like to thank each committee member for their hard work throughout 
the year.  I hope, like me, you have found it to be an interesting experience and learnt 
more about the history of our community.                                                                                        
I would particularly like to thank our Patron Barrie Baker, who since the inception of the 
Society in 1977 has continued to work to preserve the heritage and amenities that many 
take for granted.  Barrie is looking forward to focusing on further documenting his knowl-
edge of the history of Mount Lawley next year.                                                                           
I would like to give a special thank you to our Secretary Beth McKechnie.  Beth works tire-
lessly all year looking after membership, organising our events, and producing our quarterly 
newsletters.  Thank you Beth, we would be lost without you!                                                                     
Paul Hurst stepped down from the Presidency in early 2012 after four years of energising 
the Society.  Under Paul’s leadership, our membership grew to over 300 and his continued 
involvement on the Committee is very much appreciated.                                               
The Committee is unchanged moving into 2013.  However, there is always room for new 
Committee members and volunteers.  We have a number of new projects lined up for 2013 
and would welcome any assistance that you can offer.   If you would like to discuss how 
you may assist, please let me know.                                                                                     



“Spring in the City” garden competition                                                                                                                     
The Society holds this competition to recognise the significant contribution that the front gardens make to the street-
scape, which complement the heritage built form. A great garden does not just happen; it takes a significant amount of 
dedication. In recognition of this hard work, the Mount Lawley Society has provided all 13 finalists this year with com-
plementary membership to the Society.                 

                                                                                                                

   The overall winner, for the first time, was from 
Menora. Congratulations to Linley and Paul Maisey 
of 20 Dumbarton Crescent, Menora. The winning 
garden is colourful and engaging, and set out in a 
way in which it provides an opportunity to explore 
the different areas, all of which have an abundance 
of different colours and varieties of plants.                                                                                   
It was always going to be only a matter of time 
before a Menora garden knocked off Mt Lawley for 
the award. This will make for an interesting compe-
tition next year, with Inglewood also putting up a 
strong challenge this year.       

 

 

      

  The judging was tough this year, which was re-
flected in the 13 finalists.  The winning garden from 
Mount Lawley went to Mark and  Kirstin Rintoul of 
107 First Avenue.  This garden is formal and water 
wise, yet still has enough colours to bring it to life.  
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2013                                                                                                                                                                                
There are some significant issues to face in 2013.  Two of these matters relate to Council amalgamation and the impact 
(if any) on the Heritage Protection Areas, and demolition by neglect.  I will elaborate on these and other matters in 
2013. In addition to preserving the remaining heritage buildings of Mount Lawley, Menora and Inglewood, the Society 
also plays a role in preserving the written history, photographs and other items of significance from the area.  We are 
looking forward to completing our database project to capture all of the information in one accessible form. On a final 
point, we mentioned at the AGM/Sundowner that we will be looking at creating a “renovators” forum on our website 
next year.  This will be an interactive forum where people can share renovation experiences (and nightmares) and also 
recommend tradespeople.  If any of our members has any expertise in this IT area, and would like to assist in the pro-
ject, please contact me.                                                                                                                                          
I  hope you all had a very merry Christmas and that you have a safe and happy new year. 
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  We had a record number of entries from Inglewood 
this year.  We look forward to increasing the number of 
our Inglewood members in 2013! The best Inglewood 
garden was awarded to Lisa and Mick de Mamiel of 174 
Tenth Ave Inglewood for their beautiful cottage garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations also to our runners up for 2012e  

Bev Dawkins  (59 Lawley Crescent Mount Lawley)                                                                                                        
Lynda Frewer (2a Mitchell Street  Mount Lawley)                                                                                                               
Frank and Marie Genovese (53 Dundas Rd Inglewood)                                                                                                                   
Trish and Mark (222 Walcott Street Menora) 

Thank you to all those who entered the 2012 competition.  Next year, the competition will be brought forward to Spring 
to ensure that all the gardens are looking their absolute best for judging.   

                                                                                                                 

of different colours and varieties of plants.                                                                                                  

40 years of books collected by the MLS. The MLS has now catalogued all of the books in its possession and the list 

of these which will soon be put on to the website. 

 Materials can be photocopied for members at the cost of the photocopying and postage (copyright permitting). 

Scanner by Ian Merker, Committee 
 
During the year, the MLS purchased a high precision scanner that is designed to scan both positive and negative images 
to a very high level of resolution.  In particular, it has the capacity to scan very old format glass negative plates typically 
used by professional photographers from around the early 1900s onwards. 
We have quite a few of these in our archives that were found in an old Mt Lawley house last year.  Paula Huston and I 
undertook the original archiving of the MLS photos, and we are planning to conduct an initial scan of the first batch of 
glass slides in the next few weeks.  We have no idea what sort of images we will find, however we do know that the 
negative plates are in at least reasonable condition despite being packed in an old box in hot and dusty conditions after 
being left on a shelf in a storeroom for well over 50 years – and possibly a lot more! 
Each plate has been carefully wrapped in used writing paper – the old air mail weight paper, which is almost certainly 
the main contributor as to why the plates are in such good condition. 
They should reflect images of yesteryear – and who knows what they might be.  We’ve already been able to scan some 
1940s 120 size negatives of a family in Mt Lawley in their rear garden, but what is very interesting is that it shows part 
of the neighbouring house and garage that have otherwise been unknown.  Every bit helps! 
The MLS has many old photos and encourages members and non-members to seek any early photographs of Mount 
Lawley, Menora, and Inglewood – houses, views, people, sporting activities etc that we might borrow to scan for our 
archives. 
Whilst we do not want to transport our scanner (it’s far too delicate), we would be happy to assist members with any 
very old photographs or documents up to A4 size to get reasonable images for personal use. 
 



  
GWEN WILBERFORCE - nee Bandy, Gwendoline Constance ( continued final part ) b 20 JUL 1913 Perth .        

Oral history taken in 1999, courtesy of Peter Bandy, son of Lawrence Henry Bandy. 
Grandma Watts was very severe.  I found her a very austere person.  I know your grandfather wasn't happy about the mar-
riage because of Lawrence's diabetes.  He even came to see my Dad at one stage to say he wasn't very happy about the 
union.  He said: "I'm not happy about this diabetic business."  There was nothing they could do about it.  They'd made up 
their minds and that was that.  And everything seemed to be wonderful.  They were married and had a wonderful wedding 
at Wesley Church.  Uncle Ken played the piano at the reception.  Then they went to live in the flat up in Mount St and after 
that they went to Mary St where you boys ( Peter and John) were born.  They shared a big house which was owned by our 
neighbours Mrs Wells who lived next door to us in 17 Glenroyd St.  It was divided into 2 flats and the Arnott's had the other 
half.  One thing I do know - your Mum (Val) badly wanted you boys to go to Hale School and he said: "State school was 
good enough for me, I don't see why it shouldn't be good enough for my sons.  We can't afford it etc."  And your Mum got a 
job and went to work at the Insurance Company to pay the school fees and he was very upset about that - it sort of 
changed the whole atmosphere a little bit.  There was never that sort of unity.   
But then Lawrence would go off on his trips, and when he came home with his bride Lorna - O God - that was the worst 
thing that ever happened - it was terrible.  She just got out what she wanted from him and walked off with everything and 
that was that.  I thought she was definitely a user.  I was always nice to her when she came to our home - the same as the 
rest of the family and she was very good to Mum and Bill when Bob and I were away on a trip for some months.  That's 
when they were out at Scarborough.  She used to take them out and have them over on Sundays.. 
In the later years, I saw a lot of Lawrence - a fearful lot of him.  He was quite popular at the Bowling Club - he was always 
very nice to people.  Always a bit belligerent against the government at times.  He got worse as he got older.  Stubborn - 
very stubborn.  But I don't know where he got it from because I don't know anybody else in the family like that.  His father 
( Robert Bandy) was definitely not a stubborn man.  He was just an ordinary, nice gentleman.  I won't say he was gushing 
or anything like that, but he was very, very well liked and respected in all walks of life.  Everybody spoke very highly of him.  
He was in so many different public positions and you don't get those if you're not liked by people. 
Val cut herself off from our family when she left your Dad (Lawrence.)  Cut herself off completely.  I didn't speak to your 
mother for years.  I saw her quite some years later - we were coming out of the Entertainment Centre at a concert and I 

think she was with the Perryman's and of course I know the Perryman's very well.  I said: "Hello Val" and 
she just said "Hello".  I think Maddie was with us and we all spoke - I mean we didn't ignore her and she 
didn't ignore us.  But I saw very little of her until she bought the unit opposite Bill in Yokine.  Then Bill 
said to me: "Guess who's living opposite me?"  He got such a shock because someone had come to his 
door, rang the bell and said: "Some furniture for Bandy?" and Bill said: "I don't want any furniture - I've 
got mine thank you." He said it must be opposite.  Every Sunday I used to take food down for Bill. I used 
to cook a lot if I was cooking a steak and kidney pie or something - do his washing, when we got him 
settled into the unit after Mum died.  Then I used to go over every Sunday morning and have a cup of 
coffee with your mother.  Bob Grey was there too and we'd talk about bowls.  We got to be quite matey 
with Bob Grey at that time and found him very nice . 
Grandma Hartland - she was Grandma Elsegood at first of course - she was married and had 4 children - 
married for 7 years before her husband Alfred Elsegood died.  She was a widow for 7 years and had to 

run a boarding house to live, because she had very little income and had children to bring up.  I don't know where 
she met Mr Hartland - he was apparently a florist who had come from England.  How she met him I still don't know to this 
day.  They were married for 7 years and she had 1 child - our dear Aunty Maddie.  He died of TB and she was on her own 
again, but by that time I think there were pensions etc which kept her.  She went down to Albany to live with Maddie - it 
was during the 1st World War.  Uncle Roy had gone to the war.  Uncle Les managing the Albany Hotel in Albany and Uncle 
Harold "Goo" worked in the Public Works Department.  They were in Albany for 4 years and Maddie was only 14 when they 
went there.  They went down and stayed at the hotel with Uncle Les all during the war years and she saw all the comings 
and goings of the troop ships.  She told some very interesting tales about Albany in those days.  She worked in a shop down 
there for a while and when she came up to Perth, she and Grandma lived in a little house in Grosvenor Rd, Mt Lawley, in 
between William and Beaufort Streets.  It was a little semi-detached home.  Uncle Les and Aunty Grace came up from Al-
bany and they lived further up in Grosvenor Rd, and Uncle Les at that stage was secretary/accountant of the Civil Service 
Club for Men for years.  I think Aunty Maddie was married from that Grosvenor Rd house - she was 32 and he was 45. 
Maddie was a very attractive woman.  She came up to Perth and got a job at a shop opposite Foy's.  She worked there for 
years, and they closed down the shop and she went to Economic.  She worked there until she was married.  She eventually 
became manageress of all the top floors - ladies mantels and underwear.  Sir William Lathlain was the owner of Economic 
Stores and he thought she was the most wonderful person on earth.  Of course she was involved with all the travellers and 
agents of all the products.  Many of these would wait downstairs until the shop closed to ask her to go out to dinner or to 
take her out.  She was never remotely interested in any of them.  She never had an affair with anybody or a romance until 
she met John Tetley Beckwith, and he was the plainest man you could ever imagine.  But he had a wonderful sense of hu-
mour and was a friend of her brother's because he also worked in the government.  They used to come and play night ten-
nis with us at the Wasley Tennis Courts in Walcott St.   Page 4 Vol 35#4 December 2012  
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I think I was about 18 when she got married at the Congregational Church.  She and John then bought the house in 
First Avenue and Grandma and Goo both went to live with them.  Poor Aunty Maddie didn't have it easy.  It was all fine 
for quite a long time, but after Grandma died in August 1945 (she just knew Judy as a baby) - after that, John seemed 
to resent Goo being there.  He got quite shirty about it that Maddie had to do everything for him as well as her hus-
band.  So, she was able to get him in to a nice home where a lady took in gentlemen boarders in Mt Lawley, not far 
from where she lived.  So, he was quite happy and comfortable - didn't want any fights or arguments - he was a very 
placid sort of a man. 
Then John's health failed very badly and he got to be very difficult - very difficult.  But he lived on for quite a while and 
Maddie looked after him and nursed him, but she didn't have a very happy life for the last few years - I think it got very 

difficult.  But it was the illness that did it and you can't blame him for 
that, poor man.  They did have some happy years and used to go 
down to Caves House a lot, especially when Aunty Grace and Uncle 
Les were there.  They were the manager and hostess of Caves House 
for years. 
Mum and Grandma always used to take us into town on Christmas 
Eve.  We always went window-shopping.  Why we did it I don't know 
because we never did any shopping.  Aunty Maddie would always be 
working because the shops would be open until 9 o'clock.  She first of 
all started off in a little department where they sold patterns for 
dressmaking - McCol patterns - and this Betty McCol had come from 
America to put these patterns into a shop in Perth (Economic got the 
franchise obviously) and she was taught all about these patterns, and 
she had this little section on the ground floor in Economic selling 
McCol patterns.  They were very famous and are still in the shops 
now. Then William Lathlain saw her talent and put her upstairs into 
the Ladies' Underwear and Corsetry, and she was made manageress 
of the whole top floor.  She was a very capable business lady.  She 
was very beautiful - beautifully groomed and dressed - lovely figure 
- corseted herself beautifully and her hair was always immaculate.  
She had really golden hair - not blonde, not red, but golden. 

Uncle Roy we didn’t know because he went to the First World War.  He was married and his little daughter, Coralie Leh-
mann was only 2.  He came home from the war and died 2 years later.  He was gassed very badly and died of brain 
tumours.  His wife, Aunty Addie, was left a widow.  She brought up Coralie and then she married a man who made my 
engagement ring - he was the jeweller of Caris Brothers.  Fred Pascal was his name.  Later she took up dressmaking 
when she was on her own and she got a job at Foy’s and was in the alterations department for years.  She brought up 
Coralie on her own and lived in Walcott St after she married Fred Pascal.  Coralie died in 1997 of Alzheimer's and she 
was the most beautiful girl.  They had plenty of money - world trips etc, and then she got this dreadful thing and just 
wasted away. 
Uncle Les was great.  He was a fine businessman and did everything right.  He retired when they came up from Caves 
House and did private accounting for people at home.  He died first - he had a very bad chest later on in his years, and 
Aunty Grace died not very long after him. 
Well, we were a very close family - there were Grandma Hartland's sisters - Aunty Eenie (Christina) married Alfred   
Morris and they lived in Victoria Park.  I can remember going to their Golden Wedding party when I was a teenager.  
Then there was Aunty Caroline who married a Salvation Army man, Golding.  We were very close to the Golding family.  
Then there was Aunty Annie Bryan - she was the one who married the Catholic.  The Bryans were all brought up as very 
good Catholics.  Funnily enough, the day before yesterday, I had a ring from Aunty Annie Bryan's grandson.  Now the 
one who wrote the books on the Swan River Saga was the doctor Bryan.  There was Ayden Bryan who lived at North 
Cottesloe and became the mayor of North Cottesloe.  They had 5 kids and were very good Catholics.  I used to go down 
there and stay for my Christmas holidays with them.  I was very friendly with them, especially Pat, the eldest daughter. 
Grandma Hartland only had the 4 sisters.  One went off to Queensland to live and the others lived here.  They were 
very close.  We went to many a function at Aunty Eenie's and Uncle Alf's in Victoria Park.  It was quite a tram journey in 
those days.  We'd have to go over the Causeway and right through to King George Street in Victoria Park.  I didn't go so 
much to the Golding's because they were involved in the Salvation Army and that was a different world to ours, but they 
were still close relatives. 
Ma Hartland was 85 when she died.  Her father, William Buggins, built Wesley Church. 
We had a big reunion during WA's 150th in 1979.  It was over in a big community hall in Applecross.  There were 350 of 
us there - a huge crowd, and this girl from Tasmania, one of the family, had done this family tree and it stretched the 
whole way across the stage - Elsegoods, 
Bryans, Goldings etc. Written Jan 1999. Page 5 Vol 35#4 December 2012  

Back Row. Uncle "Goo" Harold Elsegood, Aunty 

Gwen Wilberforce, Grandpa Bandy, Uncle Bob 

Wilberforce, John Beckwith (Aunty Maddie's hus-

band) Fr Row . Susan Wilberforce, Judy Wilber-

force .Crouching Down - Uncle Bill Bandy "Billy".  
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Crossing the Line – early policing around Mount Lawley #15: Movers and Shakers (Part Two) 

by Peter Conole, Police Historian 
 
As discussed in the last issue, critical decisions had been made by Commissioner George Phillips about moving the focus 
of policing activity and administration from the Terrace and river to north of the line. After Commissioner Phillips died in 
March, 1900 his brother-in-law Frederick Arthur Hare succeeded him in the position, evidently with minimal fuss and no 
public outcries. 
 
Like George Phillips, the incoming commissioner was a member of the colony’s tightly knit ruling elite. Being active in 
the Weld Club and a member of the St Georges Cathedral community helped, but Frederick Hare had other qualifications 
and experience which suited him for a whole range of senior public positions. His father Gustavus Hare (1804-1881) was 
a member of an influential family of English landed gentry replete with numerous administrators, scholars, clergy and 
warriors going back into the 1500s. Gustavus Hare had also been a WA Chief of Police and his marital connections ex-

tended into the German aristocracy. Son Frederick was born at Exmouth in Devonshire in 
January, 1852 and educated at St Columba College in County Wicklow, Ireland. At the time      
Gustavus was managing an Irish estate prior to moving to WA. 
 
In the colony Frederick Hare worked for three government departments in turn from 1871 
before deciding to move sideways into more active pursuits. He engaged in the pearling in-
dustry and then became a pastoralist in partnership with Walter Howard. A few years later he 
was recruited back into public administration and became the Assistant Private Secretary of 
Governor Sir William Robinson from 1880 to 1882. Opportunity came his way again courtesy 
of Superintendent Matthew Smith of the WA Police, who had decided to improve and gentrify 
the upper echelons of the Force. He commissioned Hare directly into the Force as an inspec-
tor and made him officer-in-charge of the Southern District based on Bunbury from 1882.  
 
Frederick did well as a senior policeman and again moved on and upwards in the public hier-

archy as a Resident Magistrate in the East Kimberley and then at Albany and 
York. Hare married into the locally famous Brockman family and served in the 
colonial militia, reaching the rank of captain in a rifle company. He retained the 

courtesy title of ‘captain’ after he resigned. In the late 1890s he accepted a jewel of the public crown: the position of 
Warden and Resident Magistrate of the Eastern Goldfields, a post he held until becoming police commissioner in 1900. 
Few men had obtained such broad experience for the position, which was just as well, for his time in office turned out 
to be somewhat testing and difficult. 
 
His first major task was to complete a lot of unfinished infrastructure projects from the 1890s, including the transition of 
the police power base into what later became Northbridge. The April, 2012 edition of Mount Lawley Matters contained a 
short  overview of the story. Land allotments and police housing were acquired in the late 1890s. Hare arranged for a 

lock-up to be placed in Roe Street in September, 1901; it 
was recognised as a Police Gaol for persons serving sen-
tences of less than one week in July, 1902. Then on Janu-
ary 5, 1903 the fine Roe Street Police Station – shown here 
in an early photograph – was formally opened and occu-
pied. Within a short time stables, a drill yard and police 
barracks appeared in the surrounding precinct. After the 
completion of the Beaufort Street court buildings, Commis-
sioner Hare and his office staff moved to his new head-
quarters on the 1st Floor of the building on July 7, 1905. 
This tight new set-up remained the hub of policing admini-
stration for decades.  
 
 

Commissioner Frederick Hare 

Roe Street Police Station opened 1903 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS    

 

Linley and Paul Maisey 

Lisa and Mick de Mamiel 

Mark and Kirsten Rintoul 

Frank and Maria Genovese 

Trish and Mark Pracilio 

Lynda Frewer  

Anthea Robinson 

David and Hazel Abbott 

Murray Cutbush 

Ralph King 

Dean Mullumby 

Peter de Leo 

Richard and Mary Bretherton 

Rebecca and Alex Freeman 

Alice Scott 

Tina Groves 

Wendy Bateson 

Cathy Loftus-hill and Stephen Bell 

Wendy Brooks 

As previously discussed in this series, Commissioner Hare was a key decision maker in moves to open new police sta-
tions at North Perth (1902) and Maylands (1906) and to arrange the building of living quarters at Highgate Station. He 
thus had a keen awareness of the inevitability of northern suburban growth and the need for a police presence. The city 
mounted police did patrol work well north of the line for decades, including the route to Mount Lawley, Inglewood and 
Maylands. It took a while for motor vehicles to gain traction as a major tool for policing work in our urban ‘brave new 
world’.  
 
Repair and restoration work became an issue and we have details of an interesting sequence of events at Leederville. 
The Town Clerk complained one wall of the police station was near collapse in February, 1907. The commissioner 
proved to be a deft negotiator in getting agreement for action from the Colonial Secretary and the Under Secretary for 
Public Works. He asked that the “place be rendered secure and tenders to remove the building be called”. A new station 
appeared on the spot in 1908. In passing, it is worth noting that Hare also took careful note when he learned that the 
old Guildford Station was in a state of decay. He arranged for corrective action at the same time.  
 
At the other end of town, Inspector William Sellenger of Perth told him in January, 1907 that the Causeway Police Sta-
tion on the corner of the Terrace and Plain Street was old, unsanitary and unhealthy. Hare moved quickly to support his 
subordinate and extract the necessary permissions and funding. The local constable received the keys to open a re-
paired and renovated station during the following October. 
 
As had Phillips before him, the commissioner took an interest in the welfare of law men protecting the State’s now 
booming port town. The Fremantle district inspector was John Stanton McKenna, one of the most admired officers in the 
Police Force of the day. Henderson Street became the focus of assorted building activity. It helped that the main Fre-
mantle court buildings were now located there. Police stables were completed on the west side of the street in May, 
1903. In the same month Commissioner Hare secured a contract for building a fine set of living quarters for officers and 
their families. The cost came close to 4000 pounds, an astronomical amount for the day, and the premises were opened 
in October, 1903. 
 
Developments at Cottesloe followed a more usual process. A police station emerged within rental premises (May, 1900) 
after which diplomatic work with treasury folk and the Public Words Department led to building operations near Rose 
Street on the Fremantle to Perth route. An attractive and rather quirky looking police station opened for business in 
1908, complete with what looked look Tudor gables. Frederick Hare had indeed done well in his dealings with official-
dom. Unfortunately, at least one premises issue did not go well at all. It was one of several disastrous managerial and 
political events which, as will be seen, undermined his achievements and brought a premature end to his career.    
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 Continued: Western Australia’s Founder and first Governor Stirling – WA initiatives filched! 

By Researcher Sid Breeden 

So far, I have shuffled the tantalising jigsaw pieces of James’ 

and Ellen’s burials; their graves that became forgotten; grave 

destruction then discovery of their smashed gravestone later 

pieced together to become a memorial that again became virtu-

ally forgotten. In the meantime, Western Australia’s bi-

centenary inches closer. 

In 1978, following Stirling’s glued back together gravestone 

temporary relocation to the St John’s church porch, Rev John 

Skinner wrote to then Western Australian Agent General 

(London) Jim Richards suggesting a soon to be built St John’s 

community hall adjoining the church be named The Stirling Cen-
tre. He also proposed relocating the gravestone as a memorial in 

an alcove between the church and new hall. Funding assistance 

was also canvassed. 

Building commenced Monday 16 July 1980. A major undertaking costing in 

1980s value some AUS$360,000. Sir Charles Court visited Stoke on 13th July 

1980 when, on behalf of the Government and people of WA, he presented a $5,000 contribution. Through the efforts of 

some dedicated people here in WA other organisations also donated but, by various means, St Saviour’s parish raised 

the lion’s share locally. They engaged a specialist architect and builder and because the new building would be over the 

ancient graveyard, they used a concrete slab floating on the surface to avoid disturbing any very old graves. 

Mid June 1981 WA Agent General Les Slade officially opened The Stirling Centre telling the audience: This occasion ex-
emplifies in a tangible and exciting way the strong and binding links that exist between our two countries, and more 
particularly, between our State and this parish. The ceremony included reading a message from Premier Sir Charles 

Court, which in part said: The new building would be a permanent reminder of the state’s strong links with the parish 
and he hoped it would become a landmark for Western Australians visiting Britain. 
These grand pronouncements were sincere and well meant but alas, after an initial flurry, including a visit on 16th July 

1981 from then Leader of the Opposition Ron Davies who later became WA Agent General in London, visitation dropped 

off to the extent that in 2010 church authorities told me they would be lucky to see one Stirling memorial visitor in two 

years. This was yet another indication our Founder’s site had shamefully again become forgotten. 

 

 

Stirling Centre opening book 1981, 

cover  and pages 1 and 2 



 

The Stirling Centre remains the official name today, however like the forgotten grave and memorial, contemporary con-

nection to Stirling has been allowed to wane with the current entrance signage showing Church Centre. 

Due to deterioration of the memorial stone, the WA Agent General’s London office arranged for some expensive refur-

bishment in 2005. Too unstable to be lifted and taken to a workshop, superficial work had to be carried out in-situ. 

Just five years later, in June 2010 when my wife Carole and I first visited the site, our initial elation quickly turned to 

shock and disappointment. The memorial stone, located in a shaded damp alcove, had again 

fallen into disrepair and become a forlorn unkempt grubby mess of moss 

and fungi surrounded by weeds and rubbish. Memorial maintenance is not 

a church responsibility and it was obvious no-one else cared. I seriously 

wondered why our WA politicians visiting UK on official business and UK 

based Stirling descendents never visited or cared for the site. It just em-

phasised that in a very short time, the memorial site of the single most 

important person in the history of Western Australia had yet again been 

allowed to become forgotten. 

My reporting the sad condition back to those in State Government authority 

saw the site steam cleaned but it is still not befitting the respect and status 

expected for our Founder Governor, Admiral Sir James Stirling and wife 

Ellen. 

My advocating “something be done” resulted in professional assessments 

that considered the memorial gravestone beyond proper repair. Replace-

ment was considered the only way forward but being closed graveyards 

within church property requires strict protocol processes through the 

Church of England. In 2011 I discovered future plans for Stirling Centre 

renovations will require removal of the fragile memorial stone and its prob-

able destruction in the process. The WA State Government willingly offered 

to fund a replacement memorial and the church verbally agreed to a relo-

cation site not far from the likely original gravesite destroyed in 1974-75. 

Plans were well advanced when early 2012 an unexpected frustrating span-

ner was thrown in the works by someone riding on the back of Western 

Australian initiatives dating back from 1977. The well-defined and only 

strong links between St John’s Stoke church, James Stirling and Western 

Australia are trying to be hijacked and our State government has curiously 

“gone to water”. Thankfully, people dedicated to Western Australian history 

and heritage are supposedly on our side. Perhaps using modern techniques 

the original stone can be restored to its former glory. I hope there will be 

good news in the next chapter of this amazing saga. If not, to achieve due 

WA recognition, I will let you know in the next edition how your assistance 

will be welcomed. 
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Stirling memorial 1981 

Stirling memorial 2005 before restoration 

Stirling 

memorial 

just 

cleaned 31 

March 

2011 

 Stirling centre now 



HERITAGE by Barrie Baker        
                                        THE HAWKINS FAMILY AND MOUNT LAWLEY   
                                                James Hawkins = Elizabeth de Bearne                                                                                                                                           

(                                          (1843-1927)       (1842-1927) 
 

           John Bearne Hawkins (Snr) = Ada Margaret Donnelly 
       (1872-1950)        (1878-1951)  
 
 

 
 
1 Alexina Elizabeth Hawkins MBE 
 (1902-1991) 
      2 Hettie Dorothy Hawkins = Carl Reginald Westlund 

      (1903-1994)                   (1905-1983) 
             3  John Bearne Hawkins(Jnr) = Mavis Ethel Clarke 

(1905-1989)  (1911-1986) 
      4  Ada Lillian Hawkins = Sir Barton Pope 

                                   (1906-1991)      (1905-1983) 
             5  Neil Campbell Hawkins CBE = Thelma Jean Hill 

             (1908-1987)  (1908-1982) 
                    6  Ronald James Hawkins = Kathleen Anne Hickey 

       (1910-1976)                  (1912-1987) 
              7 Ethelwyn Louise Hawkins 
  (1912-2012) 
                    8  Katharine Doreen Hawkins 
         (1916-1991) 
                           9  Robert Donnelly Hawkins = Norma Frances Wallace 
            (1918-1985)            (1921-1982) 
                     10   James William Hawkins = Lila Ethel Richards 
           (1920-1983)     (1923-1998) 
       

James Hawkins (07/01/1843 – 12/12/1927) was a builder born in Halberton, 
Devon. He arrived in Sydney with his wife and family in 1886 and worked there and 
in other states until 1895, when he moved permanently to Perth. In 1898 he built 
two two-storeyed houses at 150 and 152 Newcastle Street, living at 152 and using 
the back yard to store building materials. In 1914 he moved to his son’s house, 
‘Highweek’ at 68 Guildford Road, Mount Lawley, until he died .He founded the firm 
of J Hawkins and Sons which was responsible for erecting many prominent Perth 
buildings, including the Commercial Union building, Taxation building, Western Aus-
tralian Bank building, WA Newspaper building, Western Australian Club building, 
Weld Chambers and the National Mutual Life Assurance offices. He was a Mason 
and member of the Independent Order 
of Oddfellows, holding all offices therein. 
In 1866 he married Elizabeth De Bearne 

(05/01/1842 – 25/03/1927) of Newton 

Abbot, Devon: they had 14 children, all 

born in Dawlish, Devon, except for the 

youngest, Harold, born in New South 

Wales in 1887.  
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10 Children 

James and Elizabeth Hawkins, 
taken about 1900 

James at ‘Highweek’, taken  
possibly about 1920 



John Bearne Hawkins Senior (19/10/1872 – 02/19/1950) was born in 

Dawlish, Devon, the fourth child, and eldest son, of James Hawkins. He was 

educated at Teignmouth Grammar School and was admitted into partnership 

with his father in 1896. Among the buildings he erected were Albany Bell’s 

confectionery factory in Guildford Road and the Forrest Park Methodist Church, 

both in Mount Lawley. He operated from a 3 acre site in Claisebrook Street, 

East Perth. He was Chairman of the Perth Metropolitan Markets Board, the 

Master Builders’ Association (1914 -15), and for 24 years served on the Perth 

Roads Board, representing the Coastal Ward. He had a holiday house in North 

Beach and was a keen fisherman. 

 

In 1901 he married Ada Margaret Donnelly (25/03/1878 – 24/05/1951) who 

was born in Melbourne.  They firstly lived at 152 Newcastle Street, but in 

1912/13 he built the House ‘Highweek’ at 68 Guildford Road, Mount Lawley 

(for ₤2,500), where he and his family lived until he died. 

 

They had 10 chi ldren   

 

 

 

The children of John and Ada (to be continued 

next newsletter) 
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John Bearn Hawkins ( Snr) , taken 
about 1914 

Ada Margaret Donnelly, also taken 
about 1914 

John Bearne Hawkins (Snr) and his family taken about 1931. 
Inset:  Ada (Jnr) 
Rear row (L-R):  Katharine, John (Jnr), Hettie, Ronald, Neil 
Middle row (L-R):  Ethelwyn, John (Snr), Ada (Snr) , Alexina 
Front row: (L-R):  Robert, James 

‘Highweek’ 68 ( Old) Guildford Road, Mount 
Lawley 



The Dumbarton Dream by Linley and Paul Maisey 

In the beginning …… 

There was this house, a “renovators dream”, which came onto the market in February 2003. Located in Dumbarton 

Crescent in Menora, it offered the basics we were looking for – corner block, good sized area for a front garden, the 

bones of a house that could be made nice and a bit of a shed at the back. There was also a bunch of nice neighbours, 

one camellia that was worth saving and the opportunity to spend the next 5 years of weekends and holidays turning the 

whole thing into something of which to be proud. 

 
We’d spent the 6 years prior renovating a place around the 

corner in MacPherson Street and consequently had some idea 

of what we were getting ourselves into, but it seems we were 

so much younger then.  So, with our boys growing up and 

needing some space of their own, and us needing some space 

of our own, the decision was made to buy Dumbarton Cres-

cent, rent a place for 12 months while the major structural 

stuff was completed by a builder and then move back in and 

finish it off with our own personal touches. 

 

We started cleaning out what could loosely be described as the 

previous “garden”. The Clyde Road side was home to a mas-

sive wattle tree which the neighbour loved because it dropped 

its leaves and flowers all over his front yard. A chain saw, an 

axe, shovels and a bobcat fixed that along with a number of 

other unsightly bits that had made their way in to this area 

over the previous 25 years the property had been rented.  We 

almost filled the Dumbarton Crescent verge with years’ worth 

of weeds, plants, bushes and trees that Lin said had no place 

in any garden of hers.  

As the following photographs show, there wasn’t much left 

once the renovation activities started in October 2003. The 

place was gutted, the roof came off, the back yard was lev-

elled and retained to keep the shed and existing walls from 

collapsing, the front yard turned into a rubbish tip and the 

verge looked like a storage area for Bunnings building prod-

ucts. 
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A bit of clearing and wow there’s a 
house behind there! 

In the beginning - view from the cor-
ner of Clyde Road and Dumbarton Crescent 

In the beginning - view from Dumbarton Crescent  

Not much left once the reno's started ! 
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The roof went early in the piece   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flash forward to July 2004 and the builder has done his bit, we say good bye to our rented accommodation, the re-

movalists back the truck up to the front verandah and most of our belongings are deposited into our new abode. Our 

initial focus is on completing the house and that keeps us busy for around the next 15 months. 

 

During this time though, the design of the garden and 

outside areas of the house are starting to form and Lin 

uses all her horticultural knowledge to identify the most 

suitable plants and where they should best be located. 

Even at this early stage, things started to turn green as 

Lin found little places where she could add a plant or 

two to make the place a bit more colourful. 

 

The house also starts to take shape during this time 

with stripping, painting, tuck pointing, balustrading, 

retaining, paving and decking all key activities under-

taken on weekends and during any spare time that was 

available. 
 

 

       

 

 

Time to move into our new home 

Even at this stage signs of a garden started appearing 



The decision is made to install a sub-surface reticulation 

system as we had previously experienced staining from the 

underground bore which would provide us with the water 

for the garden. The other benefit of this system was its 

ability to deliver water straight to the roots of the plants, 

thus saving watering time and reducing water loss through 

evaporation. We restricted this installation to the inside 

boundary of the property and installed the normal popup 

reticulation system to the verges. We also had some gar-

den beds constructed at the front and side of the property 

which will become home to a range of roses, shrubs and 

trees of varying types. 

 

 So the basic design and layout is agreed, the reticulation is 

installed, the lawn and the first batch of plants are ordered 

and the garden starts to take shape. Rather than construct-

ing a brick wall around the boundary, we decided to install 

a “green wall” consisting of hedged bush Christmas which 

is maintained at a height of around 60 centimetres . 

 

 The Clyde Road entry to the garden needed some height 

and it was decided to plant a flowering plum (Prunus blire-

ana) on each side. In the central garden which is bordered 

by tiny trev hedging, a Chinese tallow is the primary focus 

along with two 

Delbard roses 

surrounded in 

spring time by 

irises. 

The tuck pointing and stucco is done  

The balustrade is fitted and some garden beds added to 

the front of the house  

Sub-surface reticulation is installed in the front and all 

garden beds  

Things are starting to develop – lawns are done, 
hedges are in and gardens are being planted out 



 

 

As we spent more time on the front verandah, we   

decided we needed something to offer some privacy, 

shade in summer and sun during the winter months. 

Lin planted three double flowering crimson peaches 

which put on a spectacular show in spring with their 

vibrant blossoms. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of Lin’s favourites is the deciduous leopard tree 

which has a beautiful mottled bark and fine delicate 

leaves. We have constructed a bird house and installed 

a bird bath to cater for the large variety of birds which 

frequent this tree. 

 

Flowering crimson peaches offer privacy and 
protection from the sun 

David Austin roses have been planted throughout the 

garden  

Flowering plums were planted each side of the Clyde Road 

Lin's favourite leopard tree, bird 
house and bath 



Each year we mulch and manure each garden 

bed with either lupin mulch or a coarse chipped 

recycled tree mulch both of which provide nutri-

ents and reduce water loss. In addition, we regu-

larly fertilise using either a liquid or organic prod-

uct to boost plant growth and flower generation. 

 

 

 

It’s now been about 6 years since that first gar-

den was installed and since then things have 

grown considerably, changes have occurred and 

some things simply didn’t work out. Our struggle 

(and that of a number of other people we are 

sure) with the box trees on the verges continues. 

We lost one not long after moving in, but in spite 

of our protests, the Shire very generously re-

placed it with another.  It is a constant battle 

keeping on top of the leaves, nuts and blossom 

during the year and a huge part of the mainte-

nance we do is raking and sucking these up on a 

regular basis. 

The garden is now well established but to some extent continues to 

evolve  

The flowering plums framing the Chinese tallow 

in the central bed  



MLS Committee 2013 
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Bruce Wooldridge :  President 

Beth McKechnie : Secretary 

John Wreford ; Treasurer 

Ian Merker   

Barrie Baker  : Historian/ reports on City of Stirling/ Town of Vincent  matters 

John Baas  :Represents Ratepayers Assoc 

Andy Ross 

Roger Elmitt 

Christina Gustavson 

Paul Hurst 

Committee meetings are held 1st Monday of the month at the Mount Lawley  Bowling Club at 7.30pm.                       

All members are welcome to attend. 

 

To some extent the garden continues to evolve. Some 

of the lawn has found a new home at one of our 

neighbours place. We decided two strips either side of 

the entrance to the front verandah were not doing very 

well and would be best replaced with pavers and thyme 

in between. This provides much simpler maintenance 

and a year round supply of thyme for the kitchen. 

The garden provides a huge amount of enjoyment for 

ourselves and, it seems, to a number of other people 

who stop to talk and ask questions as they go on their 

regular walks around Menora. 

It is an honour and a privilege to have been voted 

Garden of the Year 2012 by the Mount Lawley 

Society.  

If you are walking by and see us in the garden, don’t 

hesitate to stop and have a chat. 
 

Pavers and thyme replaced the lawn originally laid at the front 
verandah entrance 

The editor decided to run the entire article by Linley and Paul  Maisey in this newsletter so the series on the WA Ballet 

School and its history, and the renovations at 18 Almondbury Rd will continue in the next newsletter . 


