
Newsletter contacts and queries:  

Please contact email: mountlawleysociety@gmail.com or phone 0421545583  

www.mountlawleysociety.org.au CONTENTS 

Pg. 1-2: 
Patron’s 
report: Barrie 
Baker 

Pg. 3: AGM and 
Committee. 

Pg. 4; The 
Astor, 100 
years. 

Pg. 5,6: Mount 

Lawley Men in 

the Great War 

(#6) by Peter 

Conole. 

 
Pg. 7: From the 
Archives;  
Interview with 
Florence 
Hummerston 
(1980’s)  by 
Peta Townsing  

 

Pg. 8,9 and 10:  
The Venerable  
James Paice, 
History by 
Barrie Baker 

Pg. 11:  
Advertising in 
MLM. MLS 
Facebook and 
Committee 

 

The MLS would 
like to hear from 
members who 
would be            
interested in  
contributing to 
the newsletter.   

  

Views expressed 
by members  or 
contributors are 
not  necessarily  
those of others or 
of the  committee. 

Page 1 MLM Vol 38 No 4 

Patron’s Report: Barrie Baker 

 

This year, the 38th in the history of the Mount Lawley Society, has been a 

strange one for the Society; in fact a pretty stressful time for the 

Committee.  

For the first time in our history we have operated for nearly the full year 

without a President, and for the second half of the year without a 

Secretary. 

In spite of that, your Committee has done a fantastic amount of work, as 

evidenced by 14 different submissions to councils and the state 

government. 

This isn’t all. Members of the Committee have been contacted by 

numerous people with enquiries and requests relating to planning, 

history, trees and so on. 

The Committee has organised or participated in the following social 

events: 

• Inglewood on Beaufort 

• Stirling Urban Tree Talk 

• Members Social Night in July 

• Beaufort Street Festival 

• December Sundowner                                                     (cont) …  
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Patron’s Report (cont) . 

The Committee and other members have worked on the following activities: 

• Soldier History Project 

• Archiving of photos and historical information for three suburbs 

• Many history related inquiries 

• New MLS banners 

• Very active Facebook page and Instagram 

• Monitoring the three relevant councils Minutes and Agendas 

• Member Survey 

• Survey of buildings along Beaufort Street Activity Corridor 

We have endeavoured to stay in touch with the world by putting considerable effort into or 

communication via the MLS webpage and the four issues of Mount Lawley Matters newsletter. 

Who are these remarkable people who have put in so much effort and achieved so much? 

Pieta Hoddy, Christina Gustavson, Sheila Robinson, Philippa Baines, Andrew Ross, Bruce 

Wooldridge, Ian Merker, Tim Hammond and John Wreford. 

We have continued to have great support from the City of Stirling. They have been behind us 

100% of the way. Many thanks to Rod Willox, David Lagan ,Terry Tyzack and Joe Ferrante who 

have continued to show great support for the Society. 

Although the State Government’s redrawing of Council boundaries was such a disaster, one 

good to come from that has been much improved relations with the City of Stirling and its 

Councillors. 

The Society is very appreciative of the interest and support coming from our local MLA, Michael 

Sutherland. You always find time for us, and are very generous with it. 

There is some bad news, in that there have been nine significant demolitions: 

• Historical homes 68 and 70 Guildford Road 

• Character shops 157-161 Walcott Street 

• Two storeyed residence at 171 Walcott Street. 

• Three colonial and Edwardian homes at 570, 572, 574 William Street 

Sadly, there is no progress on some notorious ’demolition by neglect’ instances such as 37 Hill 

View Road and 28 Woodsome Street. 

Of even more concern was the proposed demolition of a complete streetscape in Lawley 

Crescent by Perth College. Sadly, following the City of Stirling’s unanimous refusal of the 

demolition application, JDAP overturned that decision. We then worked with the City to explore 

legal means of preventing this tragedy but it was decided by CoS  that this was not financially 

feasible. 

I wish to finally thank all the members of our unique Society, many of whom come forward to 

give the Committee support on issues. There is a great spirit in Mount Lawley, Menora and 

Inglewood. Long may it flourish! 

 

Instagram and Facebook 

We are using Facebook and Instagram to display 

some of the many photos that we have collected that 

have not before been seen or published in the newsletter. Likewise, we are posting short resumes of the 

Anzacs as well as continuing to write longer stories about them in the newsletters. So please do access 

Facebook and Instagram (mount_lawley_society)  
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ENERGETIC END OF YEAR SUNDOWNER AND AGM 

It was a great turnout for the society's Sundowner and AGM on Monday 7 December.  
It was wonderful to have our guest speaker, Richard Offen from Heritage Perth, give an 
enlightening and optimistic talk about the transformation of Perth over the last 186 year. 

Richard's enthusiasm for the heritage around us all is contagious and was well-received.  
Thank you, Richard. 
It was also lovely for members and guests to mingle and chat in the welcoming surroundings 

of the Mount Lawley Bowling Club. 

As is our custom, we held our 

AGM during the night and we 
are excited to announce our 
2015 Executive and 

Committee: 

President: Tim Hammond 

Vice President: Paul Collins 
Treasurer: Bruce Wooldridge 
Secretary: Sheila Robinson 

Patron: Barrie Baker 
Committee:                    
Christina Gustavson,  

Phillipa Baines, Ian Merker, 
Andy Ross, John Wreford, 

Clare Buising, Pina Caffarelli 
and Mark Hodge. 

 
We especially welcome our new committee members: Clare, Pina and Mark 

Let's see what challenges and issues 2016 brings us. With the new committee in place, and 
with our members behind us, we will tackle these issues with renewed vigour. 
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Astor Theatre  
 
100 Year Anniversary Show  
1915 – 2015  
Friday 18 December 2015 at Astor Theatre 
 
Tickets on Sale NOW from 
www.astortheatreperth.com  
 
Originally constructed in 1914/1915 in a 
Federation Free Classic style, the present day 
owners of the building currently known as the 
Astor Theatre are proud to celebrate 100 years in 
2015 of Mount Lawley’s architectural history. Not 
only are the Zimmermann’s proud, but they’re 
putting on a show reflective of the buildings 
current use as one of Perth’s best live 
entertainment venues – the Astor Theatre.  
 
From its beginnings as Lots 427 and 428, on the 
corner of Beaufort and Walcott Streets, the 
building was originally designed for a mixture of 
vaudeville and lantern slide shows and retail 
stores and with the popularity of film, would be 
advertising motion pictures and orchestra under 
the name the Lyceum Theatre by 1922.  

In 1938 the Astor Theatre underwent extensive Inter-War Art Deco style renovations, 
transforming the appearance and design of the building to one which we still know it by today, 
reopening under the new name of State Theatre in 1939, before being renamed as the Astor 
Theatre in 1941.  
 
Now, 100 years on from its beginnings on the corner of Beaufort and Walcott Streets, a stellar 
line-up of Australian live acts is coming together to celebrate the history of this landmark 
building and live entertainment hub of Mount Lawley.  
 
Heading the line-up is REGURGITATOR, who verging on 22 years since forming late 1993 and 
playing 800 plus live forays from their first public performance early 1994, remain one of 
Australia’s premiere live acts. “The Gurge” head back to Perth in a mood for celebration with the 
recent release of their debut live album “Nothing Less than Cheap Imitations”.  
Joining Regurgitator for the occasion will 
be local favourites SUGAR ARMY, 
BOYS BOYS BOYS and DAY OF THE 
DEAD with the infamous DJ BRETT 
ROWE firing out all the 90’s classics to 
keep the party vibes flowing.  
 
For more information phone 9370 1777 
or 1300 111 369. 
For tickets and full event information 
head to: www.astortheatreperth.com  
 

1938 
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Mount Lawley Men in the Great War (#6) 

Peter Conole 

 

Trooper Horace Flitcroft (number 3368) of the fabled 10th 

Light Horse Regiment lived a very full life and Mount 

Lawley can claim him as one of her own. In a list of 

Justices of the Peace published in the Government 

Gazette of May 8, 1967 he was listed as being resident at 

4 Hillview Road, Mount Lawley.  There is a possibility he 

and his wife had been proprietors of the dwelling since 

about 1935 and rented it out whilst they were farming in 

the Wheatbelt. 

The Flitcrofts moved to WA from England in 1914. Their 

ancestry is something of a mystery and one difficult-to-

prove theory is that they were descended from the great 

architect Henry Flitcroft (1696-1769), Comptroller of the 

King’s Works from the year 1758. More humble origins are likely. The soldier’s grandparents 

were James Flitcroft and his wife Rachel Copple. One of their sons was James Flitcroft  the 

Second, born in London on June 18, 1880. He moved north to Cumberland in his teens and 

married young to Elisa Emma Merryman, who was five years older than him. The couple were 

the parents of four sons and six daughters. The first of them, Horace, was born on July 18, 

1899 at either Cockermouth or Waddington. 

After moving to WA just before the war James Flitcroft obtained employment with the WA 

Government Railways that often took him far afield whenever duty called. According to credible 

reports on a World War I site devoted to Light Horsemen, after son Horace Flitcroft left school 

he took up an apprenticeship as a fitter with WA Government Railways. The lad was following 

in his father’s footsteps. He lived away from home to study at Midland Technological College. 

Horace also took a great interest in military matters in the early years of World War I. He 

joined the Army Cadets and trained as rigorously as possible until the right time came.  

However, his army record reveals that by March 1917 the life circumstances of Horace Flitcroft 

had changed. He was living with his father at the Midland Railway posting of Mogumber on the 

Victoria Plains, north of Perth. In addition, Horace was actually working as a farm hand when 

he enlisted as a private in the 1st AIF on March 31, 1917. There is no talk of technical training 

on the record when he applied to join the Army. Be that as it may the teenager was obviously 

keen on joining a mounted outfit and spent weeks in specialised training in New South Wales 

before being formally accepted into the 10th Light Horse Regiment on April 24, 1917. 

Even then preparation for combat had scarcely begun. Horace embarked for the Front on the 

‘Port Sydney’, May 9, 1917 and arrived in Suez on June 20. After a bout of illness and further 

training he was finally taken on the strength of the 10th Light Horse, August 14, 1917. 

Trooper Flitcroft was in action soon afterwards, beginning with minor bickering between the 

Desert Column commanded by Australian general Harry Chauvel and the Turks and ending in a 

massive offensive which swept the troops of the Ottoman Empire out of Syria, Israel and 

Jordan forever. The most spectacular and well-known test came at Beersheba on  October 31, 

1917, when a heroic series of attacks led by Anzac Light Horse regiments brought about a 

complete and critical collapse of Turkish defences.   
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Mount Lawley Men in the Great War  cont (#6)  

 

The 10th Light Horse was posted on the flank of the main offensive and moved up in support to 

finish the job by crushing an enemy counter-attack, although as Horace Flitcroft said in later 

years “Only the men in the centre had bayonets. We were carrying rifles on the flanks.”  In later 

operations Light Horsemen were equipped with swords and they used them to deadly affect. 

The mounted forces led by General Chauvel scored further spectacular victories thereafter, such 

as El Mughar, Nebi Samwal and the final capture of Jerusalem on Christmas Day, 1917. Trooper 

Flitcroft served in all of them but then ran out of luck. In those pre-antibiotic years a whole 

range of afflictions could strike men and women down. Horace fell victim to an eye infection, 

conjuctavitis , and was unable to get back into action for months. A medical board ruled him 

unfit for active service in June 1918, but he managed to talk his way back on to the front line 

and was assigned to garrison duty at Jerusalem on July 24, 1918.   

 

He was ill again by November 1918, but soon resumed military work until well into 1919. During 

that period the Light Horse helped local Egyptian authorities to suppress a revolt with some 

Jihadist overtones in parts of Egypt. There was surprisingly little loss of life, perhaps 800 in all.  

Trooper Horace Flitcroft was finally ruled out as being too ill for duty and embarked on the 

‘Morvada’ in Cairo on July 28, 1919. After a swift voyage to Western Australia and some 

additional medical care he was discharged from the 1st AIF on October 25, 1919. He had done 

well by his adopted Dominion and received the usual three service medals – the World War One 

Trio, including the Victory Medal.  

 

Horace decided to offer himself up as a candidate for the soldier’s settlement scheme. He 

obtained a grant of several thousand acres around Gabbin. The place is a small settlement in the 

Wheatbelt District, named after a railway station, and was only gazetted as a town in 1918. 

Former Trooper Flitcroft cleared the land in order to grow wheat and raise sheep.  We know he 

visited friends and relatives in the city frequently and that he bought a motorcycle. His only 

known brush with the law came in March 1932, when he was fined ten shillings for driving the 

bike without lights.  

 

Horace had married Marjorie James in 1929. She was the daughter of English immigrants ad 

lived at 58 Lanark Street, Mount Lawley.  Marjorie shared in the ups and downs of farming life 

for the best part of three decades. Unfortunately, the couple did not leave any known children.  

A couple of tragedies impacted heavily on the Flitcroft family in the 1930s. George, a younger 

brother of Horace, was killed in some kind of accident during May 1932. Their father James 

Flitcroft, who lived in Wright Street, Highgate hill, went out to the hamlet of Wannamal to carry 

out railway maintenance work. James and his workmates Thomas Hodges and Clarence Murray 

came to an untimely end on August 39, 1935. They lost their lives at Wannamal when their north 

bound motor trolley collided with a Perth bound mail train.    

 

Horace and his ‘Madge’ (Marjorie) gave up farming in about 1960 and returned to the city, where 

they made a home for themselves in Mount Lawley. The World War I veteran lived on for 

decades as a patriarch of the community. He died at the age of 98 on December 1, 1997.   
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From the MLS Archives, interview by Peta Townsing early 1980s . 
 

Mrs Florence Hummerston OBE, JP, (nee Hayman) 6.3.1889-31 
12.1983. 
She was the daughter of George Hayman and Emily Mary Mason. 
Florence Emily Hayman JP OBE married William Victor  
Hummerston, son of Michael Hummerston and Mary Jane Owen She 
was educated; St Joseph's Convent. She became a Perth City 
Councillor 1951-1965 in 1951 became a JP, Freeman - City of Perth. 
She was awarded the O.B.E. (Officer - Civil), Social Welfare on 1 
January 1960 
Interview as taken from conversation and reported as was written. 
Italics have been added to help identify houses and people etc 
Mrs F H’s father built the house (1911, 49 Clotilde St, Mt Lawley)...the 
Baker wouldn't deliver bread because the hill was too steep for his horse. 

Mr and Mrs Hummerston bought a block in Farnley St.  
George Hayman. An Accountant. 
The Architect lived in Fremantle  3-4 houses away as did the Haymans before moving to Mt 

Lawley. Mr Hayman bought from Copley and Robinson. 
Every day had to travel up to inspect the house being built ....father thought that orders should 
be obeyed. Elder brother would not unload sand, knew that sisters would unload sand. 

Both parents were born in Perth, father wanted sometime brighter for 
children to grow up in. 
J M Ferguson, timber business where Hayman worked was Mrs H’s 1st 

job. When Mr Ferguson finished the business, Mrs H' s uncles... Bowra 
and O'Dea ( the undertakers) employed Mr Hayman. 
Mrs H’s father always came home for lunch. Father told mother to go 

out and enjoy herself but he always came home for his lunch. 
Mr Hayman drove a black horse with sulky everyday. He did not keep 
the horse at home. Mr Hayman had prize chrysanthemums. Mrs 

Hummerston still has 2 cups from his prizes. Western Mail presented 
cup to Mrs' H's father.   
49 Clotilde St before the war (WWI). Phillip Collier (HN50) built soon 
after, Mr C a very nice man (Labour Premier 1924-1930) was an 

excellent speaker, excellent in Parliament. Scaddan was there at the same time. It was a very 

nice neighbourhood at that time, as far as people were concerned. On one side nice couple. On 
the other there was a minister. Whilst waiting for house to be built in Clotilde St, they rented a 
house in Park Rd, and Beaufort St for a while. It was £200 for fathers block. £200 for block of 

land in Farnley St. 
The Hummerston’s built a house in Farnley St. (HN 53). Mr Collier’s son would play with her 
daughter Emily. There was a butcher in Farnley St but had to go to Beaufort St for other things. 

Man delivered butter and eggs once a week. Had a horse and cart. 
Mr and Mrs H left Mt Lawley after WWI and went to live in the country at Yarloop. When her 
father died, only her mum was left and she came to live with Mrs H. Sold the house for £1000 to 

the Bond family. 
Parents always had visitors to the garden on Saturdays and Sundays. Annoying to Mrs 
Hummerston and her brother as they had to help get afternoon tea. No weeds in the garden. Mr 

H always would carry a stick and poke out any weeds that appeared.  

Florence Hummerston) 

George Hayman 



 

VENERABLE JAMES PAICE 

 

 

 

FAMILY MEMBERS 

William Paice: born 20 August 1837,at, or near, Basingstoke, 

Hampshire, UK: he was a carrier supplying shipping in 

Portsmouth. He married Ellen Griffin on 3 May 1862 at St Mary’s 

Alverstoke. He seems to have died before 1890. 

 

Ellen Griffin: born 18 March 1840, she was employed as a maid prior to marriage and after 

her husband died, she lived in Alverstoke and kept a general store at Brockhurst with her six 

children. In her old age she lived with James Paice (Snr) and his family. She died 11 

September 1917. 

James Paice (Snr): was the youngest child, born 11 November 1875: He served with the 

Second Battalion, Coldstream Guards as a signaller. After discharge in 1902 he joined the 

police force, rising to the rank of superintendent. In WWI he spent time training the 

Portsmouth battalions and then served in France as a sergeant-major. He was a religious 

man, belonging to an ecumenical group called the Portsmouth Brotherhood and sang in the 

church choir. He married Mary Moss, at Swinbrook, Oxfordshire, on 16 April 1903. He died 20 

January 1944. 

Mary Moss: was born 23 October 1876, the daughter of a miller. She was a vital 

personality, who became an active Christian in 1916. She had four children and died  

17 June 1942. 

Marjory Jolin Edmondson: was born 9 

November 1918 , where the family was 

living at ‘Latham’ in Moss Street, Fremantle. 

After her father died, the family moved to 

‘Rosendale’, Darlington, where she met her 

future husband, James Paice. They had five 

children and she died 17 June 1988. She 

was a devoted and devout evangelist 

support for her clergyman husband.  

 

Page 8 MLM Vol 38 No 4 

James Paice as a young priest 

Marjory Paice with James and baby John in 

1946 
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Mount Lawley Matters 

Marjory Jolin Edmondson’s Family  
 

Horace Edward Stanley: was born in London 10 July 1863, the son of Robert Stanley (born 

1929) and Louisa Prime. By 1910 he was a factory manager living at McReary Street, Fremantle, 

sometime before 1925, he moved to 50 John Street, Claremont, then in 1931 to Dean Street, 

Claremont, 1936 to 47 Portland Street, Nedlands, and finally to Tuart Street where he died. He 

married Violet Constance Sederberg and had at least three children. 

Violet Constance Sederberg: was born 13 July 1864 in Hobart, the daughter of a Swede .She 

married H E Stanley and they lived part of their married life in Adelaide before moving to 

Fremantle. She died in Darlington 11 August 1949. 

James Slater Edmondson: was born 1861 and became a police corporal, based in Collie. On 

retirement he moved to ‘St Quentin’ Palmyra. He died 3 January 1936. 

 Louisa Jolin ?: was born in 1861 and died 3 June 1949 in Palmyra. 

Robert Edmondson: was born 19 January 1888. He was the son of James Slater Edmondson 

(police corporal) and Louisa Jolin In 1903 he was working as a painter in Meckering. By 1910 he 

was living at 25 Solomon Street, South Fremantle By 1912 he was a grocer living at ‘Latham’ Moss 

Street East Fremantle. By 1915 he was married to Violet Stanley described as a traveller. By 1925 

he was living at 37 Johnson Street, Peppermint Grove, being a traveller for a large grocery store 

in Fremantle. He died there 5 March 1934. He was a devout Anglican at St Luke’s Church in 

Cottesloe, being the superintendent of the Sunday School and a member of the diocesan synod. 

Violet Dorothy de la Tremouille Stanley: was born in Adelaide 2 February 1893. By 1915 she 

was married to Robert Edmondson, she had at least two daughters, Marjory and Winifred. After 

her husband died, she moved to ‘Rosendale’ Darlington with her family. She died there 5 

November 1969. 

James Paice was born 7 August 1904 in Portsmouth. He 

started school in 1908 in Southsea, and later transferred 

to St Luke’s Church School in Portsmouth. His family 

worshipped at St Luke’s Church in the inner Portsmouth 

area of Portsmouth. In 1919 he left the school and began 

to serve an apprenticeship in shipbuilding, but left that in 

1922. At that juncture he started on the path to ordination 

in the Anglican priesthood. 

He then attended St Boniface’s College, Warminster, 

where, after two years study, he passed the Durham 

matriculation examination. This took him to St Selwyn’s 

College, Cambridge where he studied theology, upon 

graduating, was ordained priest in December 1930 in St 

Nicholas’ Cathedral in Newcastle upon Tyne. He served in 

the parish of All Saints in a coalmining area, Gosforth for two years. 

He felt that his vocation was ministry in Western Australia, so he took up an appointment as 

rector of the parish of Mount Magnet-Koorda in the wheatbelt. He lived in Bencubbin in a room 

built onto the end of a wooden/asbestos church and in a similar place in Koorda.  

Elizabeth, James (Jr) and John,    

taken c 1972 
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He did his own washing and cooking. His parish was 100km by 160km. He became good friends 

with the Roads Board Secretary, Ben Hitch, who lived next door. 

After a year’s leave in England he returned in 1938 to be rector of the parish of Midland Junction. 

It was whilst there that he met and married Marjory Edmondson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1946 he was appointed to the parish 

of Mount Lawley, where he remained 

until retirement in 1974. 

 

 

He had a number of diocesan responsibilities including: 
◊ Involvement with the Anglican Committee for reconstruction 

◊ Canon of St George’s Cathedral 
◊ Selection of archbishops 
◊ Member of the World Council of Churches 

◊ Archdeacon of Swan and then Perth 
◊ Representative for the Archdiocese of Perth on the General board of Religious Education 

 

By nature he was a formal and intellectual man, but was very hard-working. 
 

 
 
 

 
After retirement, James and Marjory (called Jo by most) retired to 1 Derril Avenue in Dianella, 
where they worshipped at All Saints’ Church there. He was the honorary librarian at Wollaston 

Theological College in Claremont. 
 
After Marjory died in 1988, he moved to a retirement unit in Excelsior Street, Shenton Park until 

his death in 1992. 

Rectory for St Patrick’s Church at 

731 Beaufort Street (‘Waurena’), 

built 1903 

Photo taken on 4 December 

1982 at the wedding of 

granddaughter Jocelyn 

Dennis to Richard Warwick, 

at which he officiated. 

Marjory is leftmost and 

James is rightmost 
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MOUNT LAWLEY SOCIETY IS ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM                                                        
DON’T FORGET TO ‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK                                                           

MOST OF THE NEW ISSUES ARE POSTED ON FACEBOOK SO YOU CAN KEEP UP TO 
DATE ON WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE AREA. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS for 2016 

 

President : Tim Hammond 

Vice President: Paul Collins 

Treasurer: Bruce Wooldridge 

Secretary: Sheila Robinson 

Patron: Barrie Baker 

Committee:  

Christina Gustavson 

Phillipa Baines 

Ian Merker 

Andy Ross 

John Wreford 

Clare Buising 

Pina Caffarelli 

Mark Hodge 

John Baas: represents Ratepayers 

Association. 

Committee meetings are held 1st Monday of 

the month at the Mount Lawley Bowling Club 

at 7.30pm All members are welcome to 

attend.                   


