
 The Mount Lawley 

Society has seen an 
increasing trend to-
wards demolition of 
old homes to make 
way for developments 
in our suburb.. 
 

 As reported in the 
last edition of ‘Mount 
Lawley Matters’ , the 
Society has lost the 
battle save the house 
at 17 First Avenue Mt 
Lawley from demoli-
tion.  The Society 
considers that this 
once gracious house 
contributed signifi-
cantly to the heritage 
character of the area.  
The home was one of 
the original buildings 
in the first estate of Mt 
Lawley, and was situ-
ated at a conspicuous 
high point of the Mt 
Lawley hill at the cor-
ner of Farnley Street.  
Permission for the 
demolition of this 
home was refused by 
the City of Stirling but 
the owner success-
fully appealed against 
the decision of the 
elected Council to the 

Town Planning Tribu-
nal, which overrode 
the Council and the 
Society’s views and 
agreed to the demoli-
tion. 
 

 The block still re-

mains vacant! 
 

 The Society thinks 
that residents should 
come first. 
 

 Other developments 
have been proposed 
including a new su-
permarket in Beaufort 
Street (which was 
thankfully refused), 
and demolition of 25 
Glenroyd Street and 
of 14 Woodroyd 
Street (both ap-
proved).  Here again 
the Society has been 
active in listening to 
local residents and 
lobbying the City. 
 

 The Society believes 
that the City of Stirling 
has an important role 
to play in the preser-
vation of the heritage 
character of Mount 
Lawley.  This includes 

increasing community 
awareness, as well as 
identifying sites of lo-
cal significance which 
our community val-
ues.  The Society is 
committed to working 
with the local ratepay-
ers association and 
with the City of Stir-
ling to encourage 
them to protect and 
preserve Mount Law-
ley as an important 
heritage suburb which 
is still made up of 
largely in-tact federa-
tion homes in a gar-
den suburb setting.  It 
is still the Society’s 
strong belief that mu-
nicipal inventories, 
and what is consid-
ered of significant lo-
cal heritage value, are 
for our local commu-
nity to decide, not for 
the Town Planning 
Tribunal to dictate. 
 

Perth College Plans 

 The latest develop-
ment proposal con-
cerns expansion of 
Perth College.  Resi-
dents of nearby 
Queens Crescent, Al-
mondbury Street, Al-
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TIMELY 

WARNING 
The Committee is 
often contacted by 
members and 
non-members 
about urgent is-
sues where a cri-
sis is to come to a 
head in a day or 
two. It is nearly al-
ways an issue that  
the caller has 
known about for 
weeks, and we did 
not (The Council 
does not notify us 
in advance about 
planning issues). 
 

The Society can-
not make a quality 
decision or map 
out a course of ac-
tion  with such 
short notice. 

Give us details 
as soon as you 

find out. It 
greatly increases 

our chance of 
success on your 

behalf! 

Mount Lawley Society 
and 

Menora, Coolbinia and Mount Lawley Ratepayers’ Association 
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van Street, Park and Clive 
Roads and Clotilde Street 
have expressed their concern 
that there would be consider-
able additional traffic travel-
ling along Queens Crescent 
which has already become 
too busy for a residential 
area.  The additional traffic 
would create noise and dis-
ruption affecting residents, 
who prefer to see the focus of 
the College traffic remaining 
on Lawley Crescent East of 
Beaufort Street.  The plans 
also involve demolition of up 
to three properties, and possi-
ble development on the play-
ing fields to the West of Beau-
fort Street.  The Society is 
hopeful that a compromise 
can be reached that will pre-
serve the residential character 
of Queens Crescent and 
nearby streets. * See update 
later in Newsletter. 

 

Our Charter 

 The Mount Lawley Society 
stands for- 

 * encouraging the reten-
tion and restoration of 
buildings of historic 
and aesthetic value, 
and generally to stimu-
late interest in the his-
tory and character of 
the area; 

* improving the Mount 
Lawley area as a well 
integrated and desir-
able residents’ and 
commercial district; 

* giving responsible 
voice on matters affect-
ing the overall charac-
ter and development of 

the Mt Lawley area; 
* ensuring that new de-

velopment is in har-
mony with the charac-
ter of the area, is of 
high (acceptable) ar-
chitectural and aes-
thetic standard, and 
serves the long term 
interests of the area; 

* preserving existing 
open spaces and in-
crease open spaces 
for the health and en-
joyment of the commu-
nity in general;  and 

•    preserving the natural 
assets of the area. 
 

Review of R-Codes 

 The City of Stirling has com-
menced undertaking a review 
of its residential density or ‘R-
Code’ zonings.  A review of 
Mt Lawley Menora and Cool-
binia is scheduled to com-
mence later this year.  It is 
only recently that the City 
downzoned parts of Mt Law-
ley to R12.5.  Other parts of 
our suburb have been left 
with higher zonings, encour-
aging more demolitions, sub-
divisions, infill development 
and higher density dwellings 
more traffic, less open space, 
less garden and less privacy.  
The Society and the Menora 
Coolbinia Mt Lawley Rate-
payers Association will work 
together to ensure that den-
sity zonings, which in turn are 
used to control infill develop-
ments, battleaxe develop-
ments, building height con-
trols, street setbacks, plot ra-
tios and outdoor living areas, 
are set having regard to the 

interests of the people who 
live in the area rather than 
those of developers who in 
most cases live elsewhere 
and are out to make a quick 
profit, too often at the ex-
pense of the local commu-
nity. 
 

 For critics who claim low 
density zonings and restric-
tive covenant protection de-
values property, it is only 
necessary to look at the lat-
est ‘Sunday Times’ “How 
your suburb rates” survey 
published on 29 February 
2004, which shows that 
houses in Menora and Cool-
binia have increased by 
31.3% and 22.5% respec-
tively in the past 12 months. 
 

 The Society continues work-
ing closely with the Perth In-
ner City Society and Menora 
Coolbinia Mt Lawley Rate-
payers Association.  We 
share information and jointly 
formulate positions on mat-
ters of common concern.   

Your committee meets 
monthly on the first Mon-
day of each month (or fol-
lowing Monday where the 
former is a public holiday) 
at 8pm at the Mt Lawley 
Bowling Club in Rookwood 
Street.  All members are 
welcome. 

  

 John Lightowlers 

Hon President 

March 2004 
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Front View of "Mayroyd,"

The chief financier of the Mount Lawley Estate of 1902 was Samuel Copley. Originally from 

Huddersfield in England, Mr Copley arrived in Western Australia about 1895, where he had a 

barber’s shop in Hay Street near the Town Hall. He used stock exchange tips to acquire a for-

tune by the turn of the century owning large lots of land in Meltham and Bayswater in addition 

to Swan Location Z (between the Swan river and Dogswamp, and Walcott Street and Bradford 

Street). He also owned a Kimberley cattle station. 

 

He built a large house in 1903 called “Mayroyd” (after his wife, Mary Royd) at 707 Beaufort 

Street.. When the banks failed in the recession of 1911 in WA, Mr Copley returned to Hudders-

field. He auctioned his home, and courtesy of Dr Bruce Connor, the Society has acquired the 

pamphlet produced to accompany the auction of the house in 1911. Bruce’s grandfather, nota-

ble lawyer and investor, Loftus Connor, bought the house and lived there for 13 years until he  

moved to 28 Alvan Street where he died in 1929. 

HeritageHeritageHeritageHeritage    
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The property was on two large blocks of land fronting Beaufort Street (then Mount Lawley’s 

most prestigious address) totalling three quarters of a hectare. See overpage for a plan of the 

property on its major block. 
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Plan of “Mayroyd” and the other features of the property including the coach-house 



Since the President’s Report 

was written, We are pleased 

to report that negotiations 

have taken place between the 

College and a significant 

group of nieghbouring resi-

dents. Misunderstandings 

have been ironed out and 

communication and compro-

mise has taken place.  
 

The College has made plain 

that the published plan was a 

long term one with many fea-

tures conceptual only.  
 

At this stage it appears that 

the bus movements foreshad-

owed to take place in Queens 

Crescent will not take place 

there. The science block will 

be reduced in height by one 

storey, and the only building to 

be demolished in Queens 

Crescent will be the block of 

units at No 30 

Furthermore, the Stirling City 

has committed itself to a traf-

fic study of the precinct sur-

rounding the College, be-

tween the railway line and 

Beaufort Street. 
 

These are favourable out-

comes. Neighbours and the 

College are to be congratu-

lated for the efforts to achieve 

them. 

PERTH COLLEGE GROWTH PLAN (UPDATE) 
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KEY MOUNT LAWLEY SOCIETY OFFICE-BEARERS 

President: John Lightowlers 9271.4457 E-mail: lightowlers@hotmail.com 

Secretary: Michael Faraone 9271.3281 E-mail: faraonem@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Keith Avery  9271.5387 E-mail: Keith.avery@bigpond.com 

Patron: Barrie Baker  9271.5184 E-mail: baker@ca.com.au 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS OF THE MOUNT 

LAWLEY SOCIETY 

 
Kathleen Hicks Reginald Hicks  The Sphinx Foundation 



This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph 

about your organization. It might include the purpose of 

the organization, its mission, founding date, and a brief 

history. You could also include a brief list of the types of 

products, services, or programs your organization offers, 

the geographic area covered (for example, western U.S. or 

European markets), and a profile of the types of custom-

ers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for 

readers who want more information about the organiza-

tion. 

Organization 

Primary Business Address 
Your Address Line 2 
Your Address Line 3 
Your Address Line 4 

Mount Lawley Society 
and 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
Email: xyz@microsoft.com 

Your business tag line here. 

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

Inside Story Headline 

We’re on the Web! 

example.microsoft.com 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded 

and mailed, this story will ap-

pear on the back. So, it’s a 

good idea to make it easy to 

read at a glance. 

A question and answer session 

is a good way to quickly cap-

ture the attention of readers. 

You can either compile ques-

tions that you’ve received since 

the last edition or you can 

summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked 

about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of 

managers in your organization 

is a good way to give your 

newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of stan-

dard products or services, you 

can include a listing of those 

here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other 

forms of communication that 

you’ve created for your organi-

zation. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular event, 

such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday 

of the month, or a biannual 

charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a 

good place to insert a clip art 

image or some other graphic. 


