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Mount Lawley Society submission on 2015 Heritage Bill (Exposure Draft) 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The Mount Lawley Society (“MLS”) substantially supports the aims and objectives of the 2015 
Heritage Bill (Exposure Draft) (“the Bill”).  
 
Whilst the objectives of the Bill could be further enhanced with slight amendment to broaden its 
scope and consultation in relation to the creation of new regulations is imperative, the view of MLS 
is that the Bill is an improvement on the existing framework in relation to ensuring that places of 
cultural heritage significance within our local community are protected and celebrated. 
 
Background 
 
The Mount Lawley Society was founded in October 1977, with the aim of fostering a community 
spirit, with a focus on the retention of buildings and townscape of cultural and historical significance, 
protection of the limited open space and to research and publicise the history of the suburbs. 
 
The aims of MLS are: 
 

 to promote our areas' special heritage, whose characteristics are protected by laws, 
regulations and town planning schemes; 

 to support resident members to preserve the amenity of their properties and streetscapes; 

 to preserve, wherever possible, character and heritage features (houses, streetscapes, trees, 
gardens, landscapes); 

 to assist members to prevent developments which threaten the heritage value within their 
immediate area; and 

 to work closely with local Councils to attain these aims. 
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The objectives of MLS include: 
 

 to prevent the demolition of original character and heritage buildings; 

 to support the Mount Lawley, Inglewood and Menora business districts; 

 to educate Councils and the public about the history of Mount Lawley, Inglewood and 
Menora; 

 to research and publicise people and events in the history of Mount Lawley, Inglewood and 
Menora; and 

 to create and maintain an historical archive. 
 
 
The Bill 
 
The Society acknowledges that the Bill includes a range of proposed reforms and features that are 
intended to both enhance heritage management practices and procedures and improve governance 
at the Heritage Council. 
 
In particular, MLS commends the State Government on: 
 

 Enhancing the definition of ‘place’ for the purpose of identifying areas of cultural heritage 
significance, including gardens, parks and trees (and for the Local Heritage Surveys as 
contemplated in Part 8 of the Bill to include a survey of places); 

 Amending the composition of the Heritage Council to ensure that appointment to the 
council is based upon eligibility criteria of expertise related to Heritage matters, and is 
subject to a constitution in accordance with Public Sector best practice guidelines; and 

 Ensuring that the process of application to be entered on the Heritage Register is refined 
and simplified. 

 
Repair Notices – Part 4 of the Bill 
 
MLS also commend the State Government of addressing the issue of what is commonly regarded as 
‘demolition by neglect’ by the creation of a repair notice in Part 4 of the Bill (as distinct from a 
protection order). 
 
A Repair Notice (as defined by s57 of the Bill) is vital to ensuring that if a registered place suffers 
from neglect, the Council has a prescribed power within the legislation to prevent irreversible 
deterioration of a place of cultural heritage significance.  
 
When read with Part 11 of the Bill (matters relating to enforcement) it appears to MLS that the Bill 
will have the effect of exposing an owner of a place of cultural heritage significance who contravenes 
a repair order to a fine of up to $1,000,000.00 – see s110. 
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Key Recommendations 
 
MLS supports the aims and objectives of the Bill. However, in order to ensure that the Bill truly 
meets its stated aims and objectives, MLS recommend: 
 

 The Definition of ‘place’ as s6(d) of the Bill be expanded so that instead of reading “gardens, 
man-made parks or sites”, for the avoidance of doubt it read “gardens, man-made and 
naturally occurring parks or sites” (emphasis added); 

 That there be widespread consultation in relation to the creation of new regulations as 
foreshadowed by Part 5 in relation to proposals likely to affect a registered place;  

 That there be widespread consultation in relation to the creation of new regulations as 
foreshadowed by Part 8 in relation to “Local Heritage Surveys”. With particular reference to 
Part 8, it is vital to the ongoing relationship between Local Government and Community 
Groups that groups such as MLS be consulted by Local Government when undertaking its 
Local Heritage Survey. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
As set out above, MLS supports the introduction of the Bill. Provided the Heritage Council is properly 
and effectively resourced so as to maintain vigilance over important heritage matters such as 
demolition by neglect, we are hopeful the Bill will be a significant improvement on the existing 
legislation in relation to ensuring places of cultural historical significance in the suburbs of Mount 
Lawley, Inglewood and Menora are protected and celebrated. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
The Mount Lawley Society 


