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Introduction 

The Mount Lawley Society (‘Society’) was founded in October 1977, with the aim of 
fostering a community spirit, with a focus on the retention of the older buildings and 
townscapes, protection of the limited open space and to research and publicise the history 
of the suburbs.  

Our Aims 

• to promote our areas' special heritage, whose characteristics are protected by laws, 
regulations and town planning schemes 

• to support resident members to preserve the amenity of their properties and 
streetscapes 

• to preserve, wherever possible, character and heritage features (houses, streetscapes, 
trees, gardens, landscapes) 

• to assist members to prevent developments which threaten the heritage value within 
their immediate area 

• to work closely with local councils to attain these aims. 
 

Our Objectives 

• to prevent the demolition of original character and heritage buildings 
• to support the Mount Lawley, Inglewood and Menora business districts 
• to educate Councils and the public about the history of Mount Lawley, Inglewood and 

Menora 
• to obtain a listing under the State Heritage Act for Mount Lawley as a Special Design 

Control Area 
• to research and publicise people and events in the history of Mount Lawley, Inglewood 

and Menora 
• to create and maintain an historical archive. 
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MELTHAM STATION PRECINCT STRUCTURE PLAN 

Raison D’etre for this Submission 

This proposal is some 500 metres from the boundary of Inglewood, one of the suburbs 
covered by the Mount Lawley Society Inc. Although the precinct plan is outside our area of 
primary interest, it actually is of great interest and concern to the Society because: 

1. It concerns developments on a massive scale on an area currently used for low 
density residential housing. 

2. It will have an impact greater than that felt by the ultra-high density development on 
the former Ross’s Salvage premises opposite Caledonian Avenue. 

3. The topography of much of the area covered by the precinct plan is shared by our 
primary area of interest (the Inglewood flatlands). 

4. If this plan is adopted, it will have an inevitable flow-on to our area which is closer to 
the Perth CBD and along the same railway land. 

5. Greater density outside our area has flow-on effects related to traffic, pressure on 
scarce recreational and social amenities. 

 

The Society OPPOSES the Meltham Station Precinct Plan for the following reasons: 

1) Proposed Zoning Changes from R25 to R60 have a Major Effect on Residential Streets 

A number of residential lots which front Salisbury, Rosebery, Grafton, Grosvenor and 
Kenilworth Streets and in the precinct boundary are currently zoned R25.  The proposal 
would see these lots rezoned to R60. 

Once these higher zonings are proclaimed, there occurs a transitional period during which: 

• Current low-density property owners see their tenure as short term. 
• They switch off their long-term habits of regular maintenance of gardens and homes. 
• They seek to move away and rent rather than occupy and their tenants typically have 

lower levels of maintenance habits than their landlords. 
• As this is a large area, these effects would flow through the area more obviously and 

quickly. 
 

All of this depresses the community residential health of an area. 

2) Boundary Problems between Different Zonings 

Under this plan, there will 6-storeyed developments directly adjacent to 3-storeyed 
developments and even 5-storeyed developments adjacent to single storeyed housing. 

Experience in Mount Lawley and Inglewood has shown that owners of the lower levelled 
properties have no protection from robbing of sunlight from their solar panels, or from 
plants/trees in their gardens. Owners of large established trees on single storeyed 
properties on or near boundaries are inevitably forced to lose them. 
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Developers inevitably minimise set-backs at boundaries. 

Bulk and scale problems inevitably flow down from higher to lower scale developments. 

3) Traffic Problems 

Under this plan, particularly at peak hours, much larger volumes of vehicular traffic will be 
seeking access to and along the major arteries of Beaufort Street, Railway Parade, Guildford 
Road and Whatley Crescent. 

In addition to increased natural traffic along roads within and leading from the planned 
area, there will be increased ‘rat-running’ through the area and beyond (caused by 
avoidance of longer queues at railway crossings east of Meltham Station, at Caledonian 
Avenue, Seventh Avenue and Third Avenue). 

4) Green Space 

Higher density inevitably leads to a reduction in the number of trees, large and small, and 
shrubs. 

Experience in the Mount Lawley and Inglewood areas shows that not only do these 
developments increase the areas of paving, but after establishment, owners and occupiers 
increase that further (to accommodate rubbish bins, extra cars and boats). 

There does not appear to be any current public open space within the precinct boundary. 
There needs to be at least one public park located within the precinct boundary bordered by 
Railway Parade and one public park located within the precinct boundary bordered by 
Whatley Crescent. 

The proposal to comply with green space requirements by providing it on upper floors or 
roof tops is not adequate. 
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