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From the President 

Dear Members 

We’ve had some lovely rain over the last 
few weeks, but it was a late start – 
having to wait until winter. My 
wheatbelt connections tell me it was 
borderline for farmers but the break 
might just have saved the season! 

My physio tells me the sudden change in 
air pressure can cause all sorts of muscle 
spasms and aches. The solution? …keep 
moving, he says! That’s right – use the 
stairs, walk around the block, get on the 
bike or out in the garden as much as possible. 

But what to do when it’s wet and stormy? Well, you know what I always 
say, “Print this out, put the kettle on and be warmed with the latest 
edition of Our Heritage.” 

Three out of Three 

A new Constitution, the Beaufort Street Scheme Amendment passed and 
a new home for the Society – these have been the big wins for your 
committee over the past six months. 

First, our new Constitution was passed unanimously at our December 
AGM, updating our original 1977 version.  

Second, the Beaufort Street Scheme Amendment was approved by the 
Minister for Planning and gazetted in December 2018. The current zoning 
on Beaufort Street was inconsistent and did not meet the needs of the 
community and property owners. This was putting a number of character 
buildings at risk of degradation. Therefore, the Society was a strong 
supporter of a new plan for Beaufort Street.  

How the City of Stirling’s new Design Review Panel is interpreting the new 
Scheme provisions is discussed later in this newsletter. 

Third, the Society has a new home! It might not be within the Heritage 
Protection Area but it is close and secure and replaces our three square 
metre basement storeroom underneath a commercial kitchen in Mt 
Lawley. 

L-R: President Paul Collins with members, Steve and 

Cath Dean at the December Sundowner.

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/s/Mount-Lawley-Society-Constitution-2018.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/mount_lawley_society/
https://www.facebook.com/mountlawleysociety/
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We took possession of a mezzanine office and ground store room at the Yokine Community Centre on 1 
June and we are in the process of setting up, which will allow our members to visit and use our library of 
resources. Located in McDonald Street off Flinders Street, the centre has been offered by the City to us 
for a 1+1 year term with the promise of continuing to look for accommodation within the Heritage Area. 

Our archiving sub-committee is particularly excited, no longer having to meet at various homes. If you are 
interested in joining the archiving committee to learn more about our resources then your help will be 
welcome, please email us at mountlawleysociety@gmail.com  

We will be holding an Open Day in the next few months when we will invite our own members as well as 
any members of the public who wish to visit. 

In the Media  

Recently, I was interviewed by 6PR’s Saturday Morning Show on their suburban focus series which, on 
this occasion, focused on Menora. I talked about the art deco home at 19-21 Alexander Drive, built by the 
Breckler family (of shoe retailers Betts & Betts and Cecil Bros) and the Battle of Learoyd Street in the 
1930s - over 'the smellful atrocity hampering the extension of settlement' (otherwise known as the night 
carts!). 

Click on the link and learn a little history of the origins and features of this most interesting suburb.  

Inaccurate ‘For Sale’ Signs 

Over the past few years, we have been building good 
relationships with our local real estate agents – and a lot 
have become members so that they can have access to 
information in our archives. Sometimes we are prodded by 
our members who, when on their morning or afternoon 
‘constitutional’, come across homes for sale which have 
inaccurate advertising information. Two of these were in 
Menora with advertising stating “huge potential to extend 
or demolish” and “… with siteworks and demolition 
included”.  

The result of the agents being contacted and 
advised of the City of Stirling’s demolition 
restrictions of pre-1960 dwellings in a Heritage 
Protection Area led to their signs and advertising 
material being corrected, which the Society 
appreciated. This also saves heartache down the 
track for any potential owner who purchased the 
property unaware of these Council guidelines. The 
Society recognises the great support and 
knowledge of local agents who understand the local 
heritage guidelines.  

Demolition by Neglect 

Some of our eagle-eyed members have sent us photos of homes in Inglewood and Mt Lawley which 
apparently have been empty for a while and very much look like they are falling apart by neglect (two of 
which are pictured over the page). 

For those unaware of the term ‘Demolition by Neglect’, here’s a short background: The City of Stirling 
introduced a planning amendment to Local Planning Scheme No 3 in 2013, which required owners of 
properties in the Heritage Protection Area to ensure the structural integrity of their property, thus 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
https://soundcloud.com/user-363460315/6pr-suburban-focus-features-the-suburb-of-menora-on-weekend-breakfast?utm_source=soundcloud&utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2IFdxeY3WIzVRFpJDx-RZGuhKCzUZ1JG32k_-lASQ-Q6GfUKDYHo9PRgg


Page 3 

 

Heritage News Vol  42-2-2019 Mount Lawley Society (Inc)                                 www.mountlawleysociety.org.au 

preventing houses from being neglected to the point of needing 
to be demolished, more often than not, deliberately.  

Contact with the City of Stirling reveals they are liaising with the 
owners, noting one has begun the task of repairs and 
maintenance and the other is the subject of an insurance 
claim. This is good news and, like our eagle-eyed members, we 
are hopeful of a good outcome for these two properties. 

Anzac Day 2019 

About 2000 people gathered at the State Heritage listed Mt Lawley Cenotaph on 
the morning of Anzac Day. 

It was a glorious morning to reflect and remember those Australians and New 
Zealanders who gave their lives in the many conflicts of war – recent and past.  

Once again, the Mt Lawley-Inglewood RSL coordinated a wonderful service 
which involved the whole community, including a great number of school 
children who laid wreaths. 

Our Vice President, Mark Hodge, represented the Society by laying a wreath in 
memory of those who gave their lives in the many conflicts of war. 

Along with our friends of archiving, Beth McKechnie and Roger Elmitt,  I was 
invited to attend the Anzac service at Mt Lawley Senior High School. We heard a 
moving address by centenarian, Mr Arthur Leggett, who spent four years as a 
prisoner of war in Germany during World War II. 

Urban Forest Strategy 

We encourage members to join the conversation about increasing our urban forest. Importantly, each of 
us can do something about this, such as requesting the planting of Council trees. As well as primarily 
being vital for our health and environment, it benefits the streetscape and brings life into our 
communities. 

The City of Stirling has developed an Urban Forest Plan to address the challenge of declining tree canopy 
cover and support positive change, ensuring green neighbourhoods into the future. This plan evolved 
through the Council’s Urban Forest Advisory Panel where the Society was represented by committee 
member, Rita Tognini. 

Your Committee spent some considerable time on preparing the society’s submission which can be 
viewed here.  

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/s/Submission-Mount-Lawley-Society-CoS-Urban-Forest-Plan-updated.pdf
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Half Baked Outcome with Woolies 

The Inglewood and surrounding communities WILL be getting a supermarket complex on the corner of 
Beaufort Street and Eighth Avenue– which is good news – but the cost will be driving past or, for those 
living behind the complex, looking at two tilt-up concrete walls (see image).  

We do not accept that a concrete tilt-up panel building is in keeping with the character of the Heritage 
Protection Area of Inglewood or fits into 
the existing streetscape ON ALL FOUR 
SIDES – meaning, if you live behind the 
development or as you drive down 
Beaufort St heading towards Morley all 
you will see is concrete panels.  

Woolworths argued their architectural 
form was ‘art deco’.  

Nevertheless, the City’s Design Review 
Panel accepted the design as art deco 
and so did the 
Development Assessment 
Panel… 

Our second point of 
concern was the 
fundamentally flawed 
pedestrian amenity on 
Eighth Avenue. Asking 
pedestrians to cross 20m+ 
of crossovers including a 
6.5m wide carpark entry/
exit, a 14.5m wide loading 
bay and a six-metre wide 
Inglewood Lane all next to 
each other is a recipe for 
disaster.  

We pointed this out to the Development Assessment Panel that up to nine vehicles or trucks could be 
coming every which way at pedestrians but our concerns were rejected.  

The Society argued for the loading bay and the car park entry and exit to occur off Inglewood Lane as 
required under the Beaufort Street Local Development Plan but this was not accepted despite it having 
been required of the Second Avenue IGA. 

This was the City’s first consideration of a DA by its new Design Review Panel. The panel met behind 
closed doors, preventing any community submissions which does not auger well for future developments 
in Stirling. The feedback from the Development Assessment Panel was simply along the lines – well the 
City’s design review panel has said its okay so it must be okay !! 

The Society subsequently met with senior planning staff at the City of Stirling. In summary, we expressed 
disappointment that the new planning requirements under Beaufort Street Scheme Amendment, which 
came into being last December, were not enforced by the City on this development. It was valuable 
discussion without emotion. We would not be human if we could not strive for learning and 
improvement. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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The Society knows the City has a unique planning framework in the two limbs of Clause 6.6.3 (paragraphs 
(a) and (b)) of its Planning Scheme for the Heritage Protection Areas. Accordingly, the City has an 
opportunity to ensure an outcome for Beaufort Street, unlike any other strip in the metropolitan area. 
This would require training and understanding of the Beaufort Street and Heritage Protection Area 
provisions by Design Review Panel members and new Council planning staff. 

Ahead for 2019 

Our new home will continue to be made homely and fresh for our members. Look out for our Open Day 
coming later this year. 

Our biggest fundraiser for the year is our Quiz Night. Mark your diaries for Saturday 31 August 2019. 
More details below. 

All the very best to all our members, old and new and l look forward to engaging with you soon. 

Sincerely 
Paul Collins 
President 

 

Andrew and Sinead Gliddon 
The Beattie Family 
Michael and Lesley Page 
Leigh Smith 
Capt Wayne Gardiner 
Floris and Jilanne Gout 
Judith Ehling 

Julie Harrison  
Shannon O’Rouke 
Carlos Lehn 
Chloe Allen 
Paul Owen 
Brittany Broadbent 
Maxine and Rozanne Byass 

Date for your Diary 
Saturday 31 August 2019  
Mount Lawley Bowling Club 
 
More information in a few weeks. 
Organise your table of 8 — or we can place you on a table 
with others. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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Inglewood Hotel 

Thanks to the Facebook page Lost 
Perth for this photo of the 
Inglewood Hotel, taken in 1982. 
Perhaps one of our readers has 
some earlier photos of this local 
‘watering hole’. 

Searching our own archives, we 
discovered this information which 
is part of a Heritage Assessment 
undertaken by the Heritage 
Council in 2010:  

“Inglewood Hotel, a two 
storey hotel of brick and tile 
construction, was designed in 
1935 in the Inter-War Spanish 
Mission style, with elements 
of the Inter-War Functionalist 
style, by well known 
architects Parry and Marshall 
Clifton and built by E Allwood 
in 1935-36, with alterations 
and additions in 1953, 1969-
70 and 1992”. 

Also found was an image of an ad in The Sniper 
dated 22 May 1940 (pictured above).  

The business and freehold of the hotel is 
owned locally by a member of our Society. 

 

Bathroom Fittings from the 1960s 

This photo was originally part of the catalogue 
from Montgomery Ward Department Store – a 
very popular and huge chain of department 
stores in the United States from the 1920s. 

The Golden Age of the Department Store is 
another Facebook page which posted this 
glorious photo of colourful sinks and bathtubs 
from the 1960s. 

There would be many a bathroom that either 
still has (or did have) these gorgeous fittings 
from quite a few decades ago. 

 

A BIT OF LOCAL HISTORY 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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MOUNT LAWLEY MEN IN THE GREAT WAR – REVISITED 

In Recognition of Eric Lesley Salisbury Danker 

A recently named lane in Mt Lawley – Danker Lane – has been named 
after Eric Leslie Salisbury Danker because of his service to the country 
and the Danker family’s long-standing links to the area and local 
community.  

Danker Lane runs from Grosvenor Rd to Chelmsford Rd (alongside No 
36 Grosvenor and No 21 Chelmsford Rd). 

Eric Leslie Sainsbury Danker enlisted from his parent’s home at 32 
Grosvenor Road Mount Lawley in May 1915 at the age of 22. He served 
in the Australian Army Medical Corps, 2nd Field Ambulance in France, rising to the rank of Staff Sergeant 
before he was killed in action on 17 April 1918 at the age of 25. 

Eric was born in 1892 and his parents were associated with the area for over 20 years, living during those 
years at 138 Walcott St,43 Grosvenor Rd, 26 Venn St and 10 York St. He had two sisters; Ivy Gladys Evelyn 
Danker (born 1894) and Doris Ailsa Danker (born 1903). Ivy married Stanley Hobart Smith in 1918. 

In 2014, the Rotary Club of Heirisson 
hosted an exchange student, Charles, 
who spoke of a former Mount Lawley 
resident, Eric Danker, who was killed in 
the Great War and buried in Charles' 
home village of Hazebrouck, France. 

This then became a project between 
the Heirisson Club, the Mount Lawley 
Society and the school. Charles 
provided the photo (right) taken 20 
February 1918, unknown 
photographer. A group photo of the 
officers and NCOs of the 2nd Field 
Ambulance at Bailleul. 

The following article was published in 
Perth Prattle, Sunday Times, Perth, 
Sunday 12 May 1918. 

WA lost a fine young citizen and the army a valuable man when Staff Sergeant Eric Danker of B section, 
Field Ambulance, made the supreme sacrifice in France the other day. Only son of Mr and Mrs F.W. Danker 
of 138 Walcott Street, Mt Lawley (Mr Danker is a well-known chemist of Perth), young Eric was brought up 
to the profession of chemistry and three years later he offered his services to the AMC and was accepted. 
For sometime he was chief dispenser in a military hospital, but he felt after a while that his duties lay more 
with his stricken comrades in the field, and he obtained a transfer to the Filed Ambulance where he was 
promoted to staff sergeant. There he performed great work, but Fate alas had decreed that he should give 
up his life in the grand cause which he had so unselfishly espoused and a few days back words came 
through that he had been killed. Young Eric was not quite 26 years of age, and was engaged to a popular 
young lady of this city. He was well known in Perth and his sterling worth and the cleanness of his life in 
peace and war won for him the admiration and respect of the hosts who knew him. Nothing of course can 
compensate in any great measure his sorrowing parents to the loss they have sustained, but it is some 
consolation to them to know that he died as he had lived, cleanly and in an unselfish sacrifice for the great 
cause in support of which so many Westralian boys have given up their lives. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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DO YOU HAVE A BUSINESS  

OR SERVICE TO OFFER 

The Mount Lawley Society publishes a 
quarterly newsletter for its 300+ 

household membership.  

Ad rates per issue print ready  
and in PDF format (images jpeg) 

 

Quarter page $100 (4 runs $300) 
Half page ($250 (4 runs $750) 
Full page $400 (4 runs $1000) 

Payment to be made in full prior to ad 
appearing in newsletter. 

Email mountlawleysociety@gmail.com 
for advertising request form  

with full specifications. 

Mount Lawley Society 2019 Committee 

President:  Paul Collins 

Vice President:  Mark Hodge 

Treasurer:  Pina Caffarelli 

Secretary:  Sheila Robinson 

Committee: Barrie Baker (Patron), Christina Gustavson, Adrienne Horrigan, Tracey King, Lisa Stanley,  
Rita Tognini, Jan Wilkie 

Our Secretary urgently 
needs to reduce her 
hours and needs help 
with parts of the Secretary position. 

Do you, or someone you know, have time to help in a voluntary capacity. 

If you would like to find out more, please email us at mountlawleysociety@gmail.com. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
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Advertising in this publication  

as well as views expressed by 

contributors are not necessarily 

representative of or supported by the 

Editor, Society committee or members.  

Mount Lawley Society Contact Details 

Secretary:   Sheila Robinson  0408 929 779 

Newsletter Contact     0408 929 779 

Website            mountlawleysociety.org.au  

Email           mountlawleysociety@gmail.com 

Membership memberships.mls@gmail.com    

Facebook               facebook.com/mountlawleysociety/   

Instagram         instagram.com/mount_lawley_society/  

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
mailto:memberships.mls@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/mountlawleysociety/
https://www.instagram.com/mount_lawley_society/

