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Dear Members 

Community spirit is not always evident or even recognisable in a lot of 
suburbs but it is very much in evidence in postcodes 6050 and 6052. 

The Society follows the mantra that “we are a community organisation 
that promotes heritage protection, local history education and a 
community spirit within the heritage suburbs of Mount Lawley, 
Inglewood and Menora”. Over the last few months, we have witnessed 
community spirit in abundance. 

Mt Lawley Senior High School Anzac Service 

In April, two of our committee members were invited to take part in the 
Anzac Service at Mount Lawley Senior High School. Like all Anzac services 
that remember those who gave their lives in war, this was particularly 
moving. One of the guest speakers was 92-year-old, Arthur Leggett, who 
is President of the WA Ex-POW Association. As this suggests, Mr Leggett is 
a former prisoner of war who was captured in Crete during World War II. 
Fortunately for us, he survived to tell his story and remind those of us 
who have never lived through a war, how we should be grateful for the 
small things in life. It was wonderful to see the 1500 students sit still and 
silent throughout Mr Leggett’s short address. It was also heartening to 
watch the students’ faces as they viewed the footage of Australian troops 
in action during the Vietnam War. 

Mount Lawley/Inglewood RSL Anzac Service 

On Anzac Day, the wider local 
community attended the Mt Lawley 
Cenotaph for the annual Anzac Day 
Memorial Service. This cenotaph is 
‘our local’ memorial and is also on 
the State Heritage Register.  Built in 
1924, the Heritage Council of WA 
describes the Mount Lawley/
Inglewood War Memorial as a fine 
and uncommon example of a war 
memorial in the Inter-War Art Deco 
style. 

I was in Darwin this year for Anzac 
Day and attended the city’s Dawn 
Service and Parade, with Darwin 
being the base of my Grandfather’s 
service in WWII.  

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com


Page 2 

 

Heritage News Vol  41-2-2018 Mount Lawley Society (Inc)                                 www.mountlawleysociety.org.au 

Thank you to our Patron, Barrie Baker, for representing the Society at the official ceremony in Mt Lawley. 
It is wonderful to see the numbers swell year by year, with more and more families joining in. It is a true 
reflection of community, with young and the not-so-young, different cultures and lots of schools and 
organisations represented – the spirit of the ANZAC lives on. 

Inglewood Town Centre Open Day 

Recently, we took part in the Inglewood Town Centre Open Day by providing our photo boards to the 
Inglewood Library. The photo boards on display portray the style of homes in Inglewood as well as 
historical family photographs. They are still at the Library if you’d like to have a look. 

Mount Lawley Short Film Festival 

More recently, the Society held its second Short Film 
Festival at the Astor Lounge. The day was an excellent 
display of community spirit at its best and the standard of 
the films submitted was remarkable.  Read more about the 
Festival, see the winners and look at the photos on page 3. 

Archiving, Quiz Night and more… 

The Society is ever-grateful to our Archiving Group which 
meets regularly to scan the many photos and documents 
that come our way. All we need is a ‘home’. Presently, we 
have our ever-growing archive material stored at several 
places around the neighbourhood.  

This is not ideal and as a Society, we are working with our 
local councils and politicians to get a ‘home’ for our group – 
and consequently, our archives, so that you, our members, can access them. 

If any of our members have photos or documents to share, we would love to see them. 

Coming up in August is our Quiz Night (see promo on page  5). To say our Quiz Night last year was an 
outstanding event – in terms of how well it was run and how enjoyable it was – is an understatement. 
Tickets will sell quickly, as they did last time, so put the date in your diary and organise your table of 
eight.  

I now invite you to take a breather and as I always say, put the kettle on and enjoy reading the stories in 
this newsletter, especially Peter Conole’s Mt Lawley Men of the Great War #15. 

Paul Collins 
President      

Above L-R: President Paul Collins and Roger Elmitt – one of the 

winners at the Short Film Festival 

Instagram and Facebook 

Help us reach 1,000 Facebook ‘Likes’. We are using Facebook and Instagram to display some of 

the many photos that we have collected that have not been seen before or published in the 

newsletter. Likewise, we are posting short resumes of our World War I servicemen as well as 

continuing to write longer stories about them in the Our Heritage newsletter.  

Just click on the icons to take you to our pages. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
https://www.instagram.com/mount_lawley_society/
https://www.facebook.com/mountlawleysociety/
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LOCAL FILM MAKERS WOW 
AUDIENCE 

Perth’s future film industry is 
secure if the quality of films in the 
Society’s recent Mt Lawley Short 
Film Festival is anything to go by. 

Some of Perth’s emerging film 
makers showed their outstanding 
skills and talents recently at the 
Film Festival held at the Astor 
Lounge in Mt Lawley. 

This is the second festival to be run 
by the Mount Lawley Society. With 
the Astor Lounge near capacity, the 
audience was entertained by 
historical footage of Perth in the 
1950s, the Commonwealth Games in 
1962 and some amazing historical 
film of Perth as well as seeing the 
outstanding finalists’ entries. 

Two deserving winners were 
announced.  

The winner of the Open Category 
and $1,000 was Roger Elmitt who 
produced McPherson Street, a short 

history of a street in Menora. In 
accepting the prize, Roger said “this film, based on 
my book of the same name, was very much put 
together with enjoyment and collaboration – both 
near and far.  

My brother in England, Ray, was the film maker, I 
wrote the screenplay, my daughter’s partner, Scott, 
was in charge of sound and the wonderful Molly 
Worsnop – who has devoted her whole life to Perth 
theatre – was the perfect narrator”.  

Student category winner of the $750 prize was 
awarded to ECU student, Corina Stagg, who went 
with one of the themes for this year, ‘Mt Lawley,’ 
with her film, Heart in Hardware.  

Her film highlighted the history of the Mt Lawley 
Hardware Store in Beaufort Street (pictured left with 
her father and current store owner, Glen Stagg). 

L-R: Stuart Irving presenting trophy to Molly Worsnop, Roger Elmitt and Scott Montgomery 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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Finalists included Cassandra Lionetto-Civa with her heart-warming film Sunday Lunch and Ellien Wardyn 
with a different but interesting take on one of the themes, ‘Remember When …’, with her film D13. Both 
finalists received $200 Camera House gift vouchers. 

The Society would not have been able to run the festival without the support of our sponsors who 
provided the funds for the prizes this year. We sincerely thank our wonderful local businesses: Irving & 
Keenan Real Estate, Matusik Jewellers and the Inglewood Hotel. Member for Mt Lawley, Mr Simon 
Millman MLA, donated the Camera House 
prizes for the two finalists and for that we 
are extremely thankful. 

We can’t wait to see what fabulous films 
we are presented with at our third film 
festival. It looks like the Mt Lawley Short 
Film Festival is here to stay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Film Festival organisers, Christina Gustavson and Mark Hodge 

Above L-R: Glen Stagg from Mount Lawley Hardware  

and Eryk Matusik from Matusik Jewellers 

Below L-R: Finalists: Ellien Wardyn, Cassandra Lionetta-Civa  

with Simon Millman MLA 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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DO YOU HAVE A BUSINESS OR SERVICE TO OFFER 

The Mount Lawley Society publishes a quarterly 
newsletter for its 300 household membership.  

Ad rates per issue print ready  
and in PDF format (images jpeg) 

 

Quarter page $100 (4 runs $300) 
Half  page ($250 (4 runs $750) 
Full page $400 (4 runs $1000) 

 

Payment to be made in full prior to ad 
appearing in newsletter. 

Email 
mountlawleysociety@gmail.com 
for advertising request form  
with full specifications. 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Quiz Night 
 

Saturday 11 August 2018 
Mount Lawley Bowling Club 

 

Our Quiz Night last year was such a great fun community event,  

we're running another one this year.   

More details will be sent to you,  

but for now, please tell your friends  

and save the date in your calendar.  

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
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Slow, Steady and Meticulous  

The Mount Lawley Society Archiving Group continues to scan and document many thousands of photos, 
articles, newspaper clippings, hand written interviews and notes which are sent to us by our members 
as well as people and groups who are interested in preserving the history of Menora, Inglewood and Mt 
Lawley.  

We meet most Friday mornings and our catalogue is slowly expanding. We thank members (and non 
members) for sharing their information with us. It is very much appreciated by us and by the many 
people who get to benefit from it. 

Below is a story about a family and their time in Menora ... 

 

14 Rothsay Crescent  
and the South Family 

A grand old Californian bungalow with wide 
verandahs at 14 Rothsay Crescent Menora was 
the first of several homes occupied by the 
South family: farmers from Darkan and WWII 
veterans. 

Jack Northmore South and Effie Pretoria South 
moved with their family from South Australia to 
farm cattle at Darkan in the 1930s. One of their 
sons, Jack Arthur Raymond (known as Raymond) and his wife Marjorie Winifred (nee James) bought 14 
Rothsay Crescent around 1958 from the Stafford family (Julius Harold) who was a partner with Stewart 
Dawsons Jewellers until the partnership dissolved in the early 1950s. 

In 1963, Jack and Effie also moved to Menora after retiring from farming. Jack and Effie lived at 2 
Mardella St in the early ‘60s moving to 5 Graham Rd about 1968 and then to 17 Warralong Crescent in 

Coolbinia in the 1970s. 

In the mid 1960s, Raymond and Marjorie and the children returned to 
the land and back to beef farming. Their house at 14 Rothsay Crescent 
had a tennis court which was sold separately after the family moved out 
and became 12 
Rothsay Crescent. 

Effie died in 1982 
and her husband, 
Jack, followed in 
1983.  

 

 

Wendy born 1950, Terry 1951, 

Helen 1957 (photos taken in 

the garden) 

FROM THE MLS ARCHIVES 

14 Rothsay Crescent in the 1950s 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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MOUNT LAWLEY MEN IN THE GREAT WAR (#15)  

Peter Conole 

THE CULMSEE FAMILY 

The city of Roskilde on the Danish island of Zealand is one of the scarcely 
known or forgotten treasures of Europe. Pictures are worth thousands of 
words – readers might like to check out images of the place on the net. 
Roskilde is an ancient town that flourished as the royal seat and capital 
of Denmark for over 400 years and boasts a glorious Gothic cathedral of 
the city which was completed in about 1275. The humble Culmsee family 
of Mount Lawley was a gift from Roskilde. 

Jacob Ludwig Culmsee of fortunate Roskilde, whose own background and 
status remains unknown, married Karen Sophie Frost. They raised a 
sizable family, including a son also named Jacob Ludwig Culmsee (1833-
1897).  

Because of pressure on family finances or an economic downturn in 
Denmark, Jacob moved to the colony of Victoria in about 1860 and 
settled near Bendigo. He soon married Ellen Heffernan (or Heffron) and 
the couple became the parents of a very large family.   

One of their sons, William Edward 
Culmsee, was born at Eaglehawk near 
Bendigo on 29 June, 1873. William obtained 
trade qualifications as a draper and, just after his father died, married Julia 
Helen Goltermann. She was of either Danish or German extraction. The 
newly minted family moved to Western Australia. The WA economy was 
booming because of the Gold Rush, whereas the eastern colonies (soon-to-
be-states) were largely in the doldrums. The couple’s first son, George 
Frederick Culmsee, (pictured left with his sister) was born in Perth on 16 
September, 1898. 

William Culmsee, described as a tall and dark-haired man, joined the Police 
Force (as it was then called) in December 1899 and was sent to work at 
Highgate Hill Police Station in March 1901. Highgate was the first station to 
be built north of the main railway line and one job of the local constables 
was to serve the residents of the new suburb of Mount Lawley. The 
Culmsees liked the area and obtained a house at 44 Railway Terrace (now 
known as Whatley Crescent). 

Constable Culmsee was very much a city cop and a good, committed one to boot. A couple of his well-
written reports about the containment of prostitution and illegal street gambling have survived in our 
State Archives.  

As time went on he was pressured to do the customary period of ‘country service.’ He obliged, if 
unwillingly, and served briefly on the Goldfields during 1915-1916. After returning to Perth it was 
business as normal.  

As a city law man he did well enough to earn a transfer into a ‘plain clothes’ section that dealt with illegal 
gambling. Culmsee and company were effective operators and the newspapers of the late 1920s and 
early 1930s carry numerous reports of their activities in putting unscrupulous folk out of business. 
Readers should be aware that at the time, managers of ‘gambling hells’ were not nice: they were nasty, 
ruthless criminals. 

Mt Lawley War Memorial 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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Constable William Culmsee (pictured right) resigned in 1935 and received a 
fine departure pay-out. He had accepted an offer to set up a night patrol 
company in Perth, a good move because during the Great Depression, city 
streets were sometimes unsafe in the evening. He became an equal partner in 
the Perth Patrolling Company, but there was a problem. His co-manager was a 
sleazy, corrupt person named Mirza Fatteh Mahommed Dean who later tried 
to deny any partnership and swindled Culmsee out of money that was due to 
him. See overpage for a cutting of the newspaper article in The West 
Australian, 26 October 1927. 

The result was a messy court case in 1936. William Culmsee had critical paper 
work clearly proving he was in the right. The court ruled in his favour and 
Culmsee was assured of a comfortable retirement. He lived a quiet life in the 
community for many years and died in March 1953. 

His son, George Frederick Culmsee, experienced many of the vicissitudes of 
life, including the horrors of trench warfare on the Western Front. We know 
nothing about his boyhood, but there is every indication he was highly 
intelligent and took education seriously.  

After leaving high school he obtained a clerical position in the State’s Public 
Service, probably in early 1916. That 
took some doing as the use of 
political connections or ‘positive discrimination’ to parachute folk 
into public sector jobs was then abnormal – in general terms 
selection was by merit and high level literacy and numeracy were 
essential requirements.   

Soon afterwards, George Culmsee the clerk heard the call to 
arms; as had his cousins in the eastern states who had joined up 
earlier. George will by now have been informed of the sad fate of 
one cousin, Robert Culmsee (pictured left), son of his uncle, 
Christian Culmsee. Robert served in the 22nd Battalion (mostly 
Victorians) and was killed at Bullecourt on 13 May, 1917.   

George joined the 28th Battalion of Infantry as a private (number 
7045) on 5 June, 1917, aged roughly 18 years and nine months. 
He was 5’10” tall, weighed 121 pounds and had a fair 
complexion, grey eyes and brown hair. In passing, it is worth 
noting that this was his second attempt to join. His first one had 
been rejected, possibly because he was then under-age.   

Young George Culmsee’s army record is not soothing to read: he 
had a difficult ride because of health issues, but that did not stop 

him from lasting the distance. After a period of training in WA, his detachment embarked on troop ship 
HMAT A16 at Albany on 22 July, 1917. They disembarked at Liverpool, England on 19 September. George 
was already sick with ‘German’ measles at the time – a serious matter in those days. He was sent to 
Brimstone Hospital to recover. 

After release from medical care he did time in a training depot in October, then moved into the more 
demanding 6th Infantry Training Battalion from 8 November. When all was over, disaster struck again. 
Private George Culmsee decided to take time out to enjoy the sights on 5 January, 1918. He was only 
absent for a day or two, but it was enough for a disciplinary hearing. He spent a few days in a lock-up and 
was fined 16 day’s pay, which does seem severe.  

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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George finally joined his own unit, the 28th Battalion and landed in 
France on 23 January – only to be put out of action by another illness 
one day later. He rejoined his mates on 29 January, but was 
transferred to the undermanned 16th Battalion of Infantry in early 
February. The 16th was also a largely West Australian unit. Private 
Culmsee’s health then took another beating. He was felled by a severe 
attack of scabies on 22 February. Exactly one month later he was out 
of hospital and ready for active service. Readers will be aware that the 
lack of antibiotics in that era made life difficult in many ways. 

We hear no more of such ‘marginal’ health issues concerning Private 
Culmsee for the entire campaigning season of 1918. The 16th Battalion 
was in the thick of very severe fighting and was very successful, 
despite the usual high price in human terms. The soldiers helped repel 
the German Spring Offensive, notably in the defence of Amiens and 
the battle of Arras. They then took part in the capture of Vill-sur-Ancre 
in May, the very famous battle of Hamel and the Hundred Days 
Offensive from August onwards that brought fighting on the Western 
Front to a victorious conclusion. From October onwards the 
Australians were allowed to rest. By some miracle, Private Culmsee 
had emerged unscathed from the prolonged ordeal.  

He had obviously pleased his surviving officers and after Armistice Day 
was allowed to take nearly a month of leave from 14 December, 1918. 
A few weeks later George was ill again, this time with adenitis, a 
swelling of the lymph glands in the neck. There was no easy way to deal with the issue and eventually the 
medical people were of the opinion a tumour had developed on his lower jaw. The soldier remained in 
hospital to heal. Not much could be done medically, but nature did its work. The ugly symptoms gradually 
disappeared and while convalescing he was allowed to embark for Australia on SS Pakeha in September, 
1919. 

Private George Culmsee was discharged in WA on 16 December, 1919 and returned home to Railway 
Terrace, Mount Lawley three days later. The Perth press noted he was “given a welcome home dinner in 
the evening at which quite a battalion of his friends was in attendance”. He was obviously a popular and 
well known young gentleman. He received the standard medals of the ‘World War I Trio’ – the 1914/15 
Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  

In civilian life George resumed work for the WA Public Service, specifically as a clerk of the Worker’s Home 
Board. He moved to Daglish by 1925 and soon afterwards seems to have engaged in part-time study at 
the University of Western Australia. He did very well and won a Government University Exhibition prize in 
1929. George graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1932, but sad to say the Depression Era 
was in full swing and he was never able to capitalise on his achievements and potential. George married 
Muriel Jessie Whiskin in Perth during 1934 and they raised a family of at least two sons. The cost of living 
was hitting home and George Culmsee, along with many other public servants, appealed for pay 
increases. The press reported the squabbling quite thoroughly during 1936. Sadly, Mr Culmsee was among 
the losers. George lost heart after being denied an increase and at some stage decided to quit and try his 
luck in the private sector.  

By the 1940s he was managing a bakery business with a mobile delivery service. The work was hard and 
demanding and involved more than one house move among the suburbs. 

By 1961 there are indications he had health issues which may have been linked to his war service. George 
Frederick Culmsee died at Shenton Park on 4 September, 1970. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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It’s over.  The guard of honour, army regulars,  
slow march away along Queens Crescent 
rifles tucked tightly under armpits, 
barrels pointing earthwards.  A boy of nine 
or ten, in full uniform, slouch hat a-cock  
on his small head, runs to father, nuzzles 
an arm that curls about him in embrace. 
My neighbour, still in nightie, watches 
from her verandah, happy it’s her birthday 
and a holiday. 

                                                     © Rita Tognini 

Anzac Day 1992 

8.00 am, Cenotaph, corner of Clifton and Queens 
Crescents, Mt Lawley 
 
Just as the bugler starts the last post 
a Suzuki stops at the intersection. 
The driver hesitates, tries to judge a speed 
to honour the living and dead—  
lets the vehicle edge over the white line, 
roll respectfully down the hill. 
The row of ex-servicemen in seventies suits 
clench fists tighter than walnut kernels. 
 
‘They will not grow old, as we who are left 
shall grow old.’  Is this sorrow, regret 
or just relief?  We shall grow old in streets 
shaded by palms, lilacs, gums.  Our bones  
will not lie somewhere in the Somme, 
the Dardanelles, Tobruk, Kokoda, Kapyong, 
Long Tan.  We’ll go home, see Paul Keating, 
that new Australian, lay wreaths in Moresby, 
look cool in a Zegna suit, despite the heat,  
hear him excoriate England for deserting 
his Pacrim mob, just when they needed her. 

Below, is a poem written by Society Committee member, Rita Tognini, which was published  in The West Australian a few 
years ago, and which she has kindly allowed to be re-printed in this newsletter.  

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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