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From the President 

Dear Members 

Term 4 for schoolies has started and in our household of five, this is the 
final straight with just about every week jam-packed with events! 

Therefore, any excuse to put the kettle on and sit and relax over a 
favourite read is more than welcomed, particularly when it’s the latest 
heritage news in Inglewood, Menora and Mount Lawley, including our 
thirteenth instalment of Mount Lawley Men in the Great War! 

Beaufort Street Scheme 
Amendment 

The Beaufort Street Scheme 
Amendment was finally 
considered by the Western 
Australian Planning Commission 
on 12 September 2017. Our 
Patron, Barrie Baker, and I 
(pictured right) made a 
deputation in support of the 
Scheme Amendment for and on 
behalf of the Mount Lawley 
Society. The Commission will 
forward its recommendation to 
the Minister for Planning.  

This Scheme Amendment is incredibly ground-breaking because it does 
everything that our State Government, the development industry and 
Development Assessment Panel (DAP) members have been calling for – 
that is, for local governments to engage with their local community to 
provide certainty on the planning outcomes for their locale in terms of 
future density and built form. 

Accordingly, we have indicated to our local, state and federal 
representatives; Mr Simon Millman MLA, Ms Lisa Baker MLA and Mr Tim 
Hammond MP that any response from the Minister less than what was 
overwhelmingly sought and supported by the community through more 
than two years of consultation will be incredibly disappointing to all who 
have participated in this process since 2013. 

Short Stay Accommodation 

The City of Stirling recently proposed a scheme amendment to allow short 
stay accommodation (or serviced apartments) in Local Centre Zones. 
However, the City of Stirling did not propose any parking requirement for 
short stay accommodation.  
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If adopted as proposed there would be no parking requirement for serviced apartments and we know 
what that would mean – the State Government’s undemocratic Development Assessment Panels 
would be free to make up their own mind irrespective of any recommendation of the City. The concern 
is that developers will simply label ordinary residential dwellings proposed to be built as serviced 
apartments to achieve a parking reduction. Less parking means more units, more height and more 
bulk. The City is also not going to police the maximum six week occupancy of any tenant in such 
dwellings. Our heritage areas on Beaufort Street, close to the City, are likely to be impacted the most. 

The Society strongly advocated that the Scheme Amendment not proceed until the City’s Parking Policy 
properly mentions a parking requirement for Short Stay Accommodation which should not be less than 
the existing residential requirement.  

As a result, the City’s planning officers were able to provide an alternative recommendation for Council 
to adopt, which dealt with our concerns by also amending the City’s parking policy to introduce a car 
parking requirement for Short Stay Accommodation. Another great win for the Society! 

City of Stirling Scheme Amendment No. 76 – DA required for Demolition 

Great news was recently received from the City of Stirling confirming that Amendment 76 was 
approved by the Minister for Planning and gazetted on 27 June 2017. 

Amendment 76 introduces new clause 6.6.4 into the City of Stirling Planning Scheme which now 
requires development approval for demolition before development approval can be granted for new 
works.  

Amendment 76 was introduced following Perth College’s approval from the State Government’s 
undemocratic Development Assessment Panel (DAP) for new school facilities in Lawley Crescent, 
resulting in the demolition of four original character homes, (see photo below) effectively a whole 
streetscape. Council previously required development approval for demolition before new works but 
DAP did not agree. This now closes that loophole for developers by incorporating the requirement in 
the planning scheme. 

Another great win for the Society and augers well for approval by the Minister of the Beaufort Street 
Scheme Amendment! 

Demolition by Neglect 

In June 2017, the Society referred four properties to the City of Stirling for possible demolition by 
neglect. The City acknowledged the need to be more pro-active with referrals following our meeting 
with planning officers in March 2017 (refer story April 2017 Our Heritage newsletter) called by us as a 
consequence of the demolition of 28 Woodsome Street Mount Lawley, which was left neglected for 
many years. We recently received a response as follows from the City in relation to the four dwellings: 

34 Second Avenue, Mount Lawley 
The dwelling is currently vacant and neglected – having been damaged by fire.  The City has gained 
entry for investigation and is liaising with the landowner regarding insurance repairs. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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60 Third Ave, Mount Lawley 
The City understands this site is currently the subject of legal action by the State Director of Public 
Prosecutions.  The City is liaising with the DPP’s office regarding the outstanding maintenance items at 
the site. 

20 and 22 Third Ave, Mount Lawley 
An external site inspection was carried out by City officers in early July 2017. The City is currently in 
correspondence with the landowners regarding maintenance items. 

37 Queens Crescent, Mount Lawley 
The City is currently in correspondence with the landowner regarding this site to ensure the dwelling and 
site is maintained in a tidy and habitable condition.   

The City of Stirling now has powerful demolition by neglect laws. If you know of a home that looks like it 
on the path to demolition by neglect then please email the Society so we can advise the City of Stirling. 

$10,000 WA Government Grant 

Mr Simon Millman MLA came good 
with his election commitment for a 
grant of $10,000 to the Society to 
meet our digital archiving needs and 
provide much needed funds for new 
furnishing and storage equipment 
should we be able to find a home 
beyond our current small basement 
beneath a commercial kitchen. 

Each Friday, volunteers from our 
membership assist in the digital 
recording and archiving of our 
valuable collection, some material of 
which dates back more than 100 
years. The group is our Heritage & 
Archiving Sub-committee. If you are 
looking for some fellowship and 
would like to join them then please 
email the Society. 

The hardworking group also tells me the WA Government grant will assist greatly in the purchase of 
better computers and scanning equipment.  

Thank you, Mr Millman. The grant is so very much appreciated and you can be assured it will be put to 
great use! 

Local Government Elections 

As you know, I have nominated for the Lawley Ward election following the announcement of the 
retirement of Cr Willox. I have appreciated wonderful feedback and support from many of you for which I 
am grateful.  

Cr Terry Tyzack is running for re-election in the Inglewood Ward. Cr Tyzack was instrumental in extending 
the heritage area to Inglewood as you can see from the newspaper article flashback on page 4. He has 
been a wonderful supporter of the Society over the years and I encourage our Inglewood Ward members 
to give him your support. 

I sincerely thank Cr Rod Willox for his 24+ years of Council service and wish him well in retirement. Our 
next newsletter will feature some of Cr Willox’s successes for the Mount Lawley Society. 

Member for Mount Lawley, Simon Millman, presenting $10,000 cheque to  Barrie Baker.  

(L-R) President Paul Collins, Christina Gustavson, Patron Barrie Baker, Simon Millman MLA,  

Sheila Robinson. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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Sundowner, AGM and our next Short Film Festival 

Submissions for our second Heritage Short Film Festival will open this November with the themes of 
‘Remember When’ or ‘Mount Lawley’. Our first festival, with the themes ‘Mount Lawley’ or ‘Heritage’ 
was a great success and many budding film makers are eagerly awaiting news of our second!  

Finally, I look forward to seeing you all, particularly our new members on Monday 4 December at 6.00pm 
for our Sundowner with special guest speaker, Jenny Gregory, Emeritus Professor of History at The 
University of Western Australia and President of the History Council of WA who will be speaking about 
how WA has commemorated milestone events, such as our Jubilee, Centenary, Sesquicentenary and our 
175th celebrations and what that might suggest for the WA Bicentenary in 2029.  

This will be followed by our AGM at 7.30pm the same evening. 

Promos and more information for the Sundowner and the Short Film Festival are on the following pages. 

Yours sincerely 
Paul Collins 
President 

 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/


Page 5 

 

Heritage News Vol  40-3-2017 Mount Lawley Society (Inc)                                 www.mountlawleysociety.org.au 

Instagram and Facebook 

Please ‘Follow’, ‘Like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook and Instagram posts. We are using these platforms 

to display some of the many photos that we have collected that have not been seen before or 

published in the newsletter. Likewise, we are posting short resumes of our World War I 

servicemen as well as continuing to write longer stories about them in the Our Heritage 

newsletter.  

Just click on the icons to take you to our pages. 

 

Members and Friends are invited to our  

Summer Sundowner 

at the Mount Lawley Bowling Club, Mount Lawley 

Monday 4 December 2017 
6.00pm – 7.30pm 

with Special Guest Speaker 
Jenny Gregory 

Emeritus Professor of History at The University of Western Australia  
and President of the History Council of WA  

Nibbles provided and refreshments available at the bar 

More information coming soon. 

The Sundowner will be followed by our AGM and we invite all our members  to stay. 

PLEASE PUT THIS FREE EVENT IN YOUR DIARY 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
https://www.instagram.com/mount_lawley_society/
https://www.facebook.com/mountlawleysociety/
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 - We are back - 
The Mount Lawley Society presents the 

 

MOUNT LAWLEY 

SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 
 

and we are looking for submissions … 
 

Create a short film that is seven minutes or less  
using the theme 

 ‘Mt Lawley’ or ‘Remember When’ 
For more information and entry form 

go to our website: 

www.mtlawleyshortfilmfestival.com.au 

Registrations close 2 February 2018 at 6.00pm 

 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
http://www.mtlawleyshortfilmfestival.com.au
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MOUNT LAWLEY MEN IN THE GREAT WAR (#13)  

Peter Conole 

The Hough Brothers 

Two young recruits who gave their address as 1 Gardiner Street, Mount 
Lawley went on to experience the horrors of the Great War. They 
survived and lived reasonably long and quiet lives in their home state. 
The Hough brothers were members of what used to be termed a ‘poor 
but honest’ or ‘salt of the earth’ working class family. Their ancestor 
James Hough moved from Cheshire, England to the Lancashire town of 
Oldham in the early 1800s. His son John (1834-1921) married Elizabeth 
Haywood and then ventured out into the wider Empire to try and better 
himself – a familiar pattern. The Houghs spent time in New Zealand, then 
Tasmania and finally Victoria where they settled permanently in about 
1896. 

Their first child, William Edward Hough, was born at Invercargill, New 
Zealand in October 1872. He married Martha Guy in his early 20s. The 
Houghs were the parents of three sons, including the World War I 
warriors William Edward (Junior) (1895-1966) and Arthur John (1898-
1983) – plus young Alexander (1900-1974), who missed out on the ‘great 
adventure’ because of his age. Like many people in Victoria during the 
recession of the mid-1890s William Edward (Senior) moved to Western 
Australia in search of gainful employment. He was recruited by WA Railways and posted to Bunbury.  

Within one or two years tragedy struck. Martha fell ill and passed away in August 1902 during a heart 
operation. A few months later William Edward Hough (Senior) caught pneumonia and, after a lingering 
death, died 1 December the same year. The newspapers were quite overcome by the tragedy and drew 
attention to the grievous plight of the ‘three poor little mites’ who had been left as orphans. The local 
community rallied to make provision for them and, of course, their grandparents were notified.  

It is understood seven-year old William Edward (Junior) spent a couple of years in care at Swanleigh 
House in Middle Swan, but some time before 1909 the three boys were in the custody of an aunt. She 
had obviously been assigned responsibility for the care and raising of the lads. Some years before the 
Great War the new Hough family settled at No 1 Gardner Street, Mount Lawley. The aunt is specifically 
named Mrs Mary Winifred Hough in Arthur John Hough’s enlistment papers.  

Young William worked as a labourer and was the first to respond to the call to the arms. Brother Arthur 
John emulated him when he came of age. William served in the 88th Battalion of militia from 1912 
onwards, so he already knew about military matters. He joined the 1st AIF on 25 August 1914 and was 
assigned to the later-to-be-very-famous 11th Battalion of Infantry as No 126. A couple of months later he 
was made a driver, which in that era indicates a surprisingly early knowledge of motor vehicles for one so 
young.  

There is no need to revisit what followed at Gallipoli in 1915 and on the Western Front in the following 
years. The landing, the repulse of the great Turkish counter-offensive, the amazing success at Lone Pine 
and so on – the story of the battalion is also William’s story. He developed into a first class soldier. One 
point worth noting: Edmund Drake-Brockman (later General) of Mount Lawley was one of the battalion’s 
senior officers. His incredible career has been outlined in a previous issue.  

William Hough was promoted to Lance Corporal in January 1915 and transferred to the 2nd Division 
Artillery in May 1916. He impressed senior officers in The Somme campaign and received a sequence of 

Mt Lawley War Memorial 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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rapid promotions in the same year: Corporal and then Lance Sergeant in August, then Sergeant in 
September. He was sidelined in May 1917. Senior brass selected him for work as an instructor at the 
Aldershot Army Base in England. After due preparation, William, whose good work was formally noted, 
taught physical training and bayonet fighting methods to recruits at Tidworth from July until October 
1917. He then reunited with the 11th Battalion in France.  

His moment of destiny came in decisive but horrendous fighting in the autumn of August 1918. The 11th 
Battalion made a successful attack on the enemy at Lihons on 10 August. After the Lewis gun operators 
were put out of action, William picked up and used one of the weapons and (to quote his citation) “by 
skilful covering fire enabled his platoon to get forward and consolidate. Sergeant Hough was severely 
wounded in the body during the action”. To be more specific, a bullet passed right through his lower left 
chest and out his back. It is surprising William did not die on the spot. He spent months in hospital and 
returned to WA on HMS Somali in December 1918. 

Sergeant Hough made a full recovery and received his discharge 
on 4 April 1919. He received the usual World War I medals – the 
1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal – with 
a less usual decoration followed a month later. In London the 
Government Gazette of 13 May 1919 announced that the King had 
bestowed the Military Medal on him for those deeds of valour at 
Lihons. William Hough moved to Bunbury, married Ethel Bonser in 
late 1919 and spent the rest of his life there. Descendants and 
Bunbury folk in general were rather proud in 2016 when his image 
was identified among the 11th Battalion men who figured in the 
huge and famous group photograph (see full photo on next page) 
taken near the Great Pyramid in early 1915 (photo right, William 
Hough with hat on backwards). 

William’s brother Arthur, who stated he was then working as a farm labourer, also gave No 1 Gardiner 
Street as his address when he signed up for service as a private with the 1st AIF on 18 May 1916. He was 
given the number 2350. It is possible Arthur had also served in the militia, although in the course of his 
service in the 1st AIF there are indications he was not quite as attuned to military life as his brother.  

The 44th Battalion, a recently formed outfit, embarked for England in June 1916 after months of training. 
More preparation and training followed until it moved to France in November. The 44th made its mark in 

major but costly victories such as Messines and 
Broodseinde in 1917. Arthur played his part, but seems to 
have been volatile and at times insubordinate. He was 
penalised once for leaving the ranks while on parade (April 
1917) and twice for disobeying orders while on duty. On 
the second occasion he forfeited a couple of weeks pay.  

There is no suggestion he was battle shy, although his only 
injury came about because of a ridiculous accident on 24 
April 1918. During what seems to have been a group 
practice session for loading rifles he tried a short cut which 
caused his rifle to ‘go off’ at an awkward moment. He 
suffered an embarrassing foot wound and spent some 
time recovering. His company sergeant and a corporal 
testified that it really was an accident, but Arthur was still 
court martialled for negligence and lost more pay. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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The 44th performed valiantly during critical fighting in 1918. The Australian troops played a major role in 
stemming the enemy offensive and counter-attacking to win several key victories. The last battle for the 
44th was St Quentin, after which the battalion is supposed to have had only 80 men left standing. Private 
Arthur Hough survived to return to Australia in 1919 and tell the tale. He left Britain on SS Euripides in 
March 1919 and arrived in WA on 4 April. After being discharged he received the usual World War I trio of 
service medals.  

Arthur John Clough married Lella Thomas in Perth during 1929. He seems to have worked as a horse 
trainer (i.e. for harness training – the ‘trots’) at various times during the inter-war period. He and his 
family lived for the most part in the east metropolitan area of Perth. Arthur died at Midland in January 
1983. It is worth noting that the third orphan son of the family, Alexander Hough, also tried to join the 
army in late 1918. However, the powers that be said “no”. It is likely they found out he was still under-age 
and decided to be firm in the last stages of the conflict.      

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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FROM THE MLS ARCHIVES 

Undignified Death for a Grand Old Home 

by Jim Magnus 

Printed in the East Suburban Supplement 
in The West Australian, 26 August 1982 

“ONKAPARINGA – a grand old Mount 
Lawley house with wide associations – was 
demolished this week. 

It will be remembered as a charity and 
fundraising centre in peacetime and war 
and for its link with the Albany Bell 
tearooms empire. 

Arthur Alan Lightfoot, who helped run the 
tearooms, built the 22-room three-storey 
home in the years before the Great War. It 
had flats for a maid and a chauffeur-footman. 

It was named after Onkaparinga, Mr Lightfoot’s old family property in New South Wales. 

Owner 

The name – Aboriginal for ‘a women’s meeting-place by the water’ – will still apply because the site’s 
new owner is the adjoining St Anne’s Hospital maternity and general hospital run by the Sisters of 
Mercy. The house was vacated 18 months ago by Mr Lightfoot’s daughter, Mrs Enid Oakes, and it was 
condemned after squatters moved in and damaged it by vandalism and fire. 

During the war, Mrs Oakes, her husband John and uncle Harry Lightfoot operated a war-effort stall in 
Thirlmere Road. Harry, a veteran of the Boer and Great Wars, had dug up the rose bed to grow 
vegetables. Onkaparinga already had an orchard on the river slopes, a chicken run and cow grazing on 
the flats. 

The locals who bought the Onkaparinga produce knew the house for other activities. A charity fete was 
held on its tennis court once a month with proceeds going to the war effort and church group. In the 
post-war years local groups held fundraising tennis meetings on the court, with the Oakes children, Jan 
and Lewis, helping to sell bottles of cool drink. 

Onkaparinga was behind the imitation medieval castle that was Albany Bell’s factory. It sent foodstuffs 
to tearooms in the metropolitan area, Kalgoorlie, Busselton and Bunbury. 

The old home used to have Mr Albany Bell’s home on one side and the magnificent landscaped estate 
of Mr RT Robinson on the other. In 1938, Mr Robinson’s home was taken over by the Sisters of Mercy 
and it is part of the 224 bed hospital complex. 

Recollections of Onkaparinga were shared this week by Lewis Oakes, of Armadale, and his 77-year-old 
uncle Len Lightfoot, now of Dalkeith. Both recalled the cement-company barges which for decades 
dredged the river below and swimming the river as children to watch race meetings. 

There was – and still is – a spring below the slope in what the Oakes called ‘the Dell’ and there are flats 
where Chinese market gardens used to be and where the Oakes’s house cow grazed. Lewis and his Mt 
Lawley/Maylands friends used to catch gilgies in the spring and cook them in a kerosene tin.” 

The history of the Lightfoot family was published in 2007 by our Patron Barrie Baker but this newspaper 
article was recently found in the Archives. 

‘Onkaparinga’ just prior to demolition in 1982 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
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Merle 

DO YOU HAVE A BUSINESS OR SERVICE TO OFFER 

The Mount Lawley Society publishes a quarterly 
newsletter for its 300 household membership.  

Ad rates per issue print ready and in PDF format 
(images jpeg) 

Quarter page $100 (4 runs $300) 
Half page ($250 (4 runs $750) 

Full page $400 (4 runs $1000) 

Payment to be made in full prior to ad 
appearing in newsletter. 

Email mountlawleysociety@gmail.com 
for advertising request form  

with full specifications. 

http://www.mountlawleysociety.org.au/
mailto:mountlawleysociety@gmail.com
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Advertising in this publication as well as views 

expressed by contributors are not  

necessarily representative of or supported by the 

editor, committee or other members.  

Mount Lawley Society Contact Details 

Secretary:   Sheila Robinson   0408 929 779 

Newsletter Contact   0421 545 583 

Website            www.mountlawleysociety.org.au  

Email           mountlawleysociety@gmail.com 

Facebook               https://www.facebook.com/mountlawleysociety/  

Instagram         https://www.instagram.com/mount_lawley_society/  
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