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MERIFIELD, William Thomas  

Introduction 
William Thomas Merifield and his family were associated with 19 Grosvenor Rd and other local 

addresses 

 

William Merifield enlisted from his parent’s home at 19 Grosvenor Rd Mt Lawley, which backs on the 

proposed Lane 3 and is proximity to the proposed Lane 2. He was the son of Francis John and Louisa 

Merifield who lived in the area for over 20 years. William enlisted in June 1915 at the age of 19 and 

served as a private in the 28th Battalion of Infantry of the Australian Imperial Force. In 1918 he was 

wounded seriously enough to be removed from the field of battle and be reported in the Wounded 

list published in local papers. William recovered from his injuries, and served until returning to 

Australia in late 1919 to live for many years back in Mt Lawley. A full account of William’s War 

Service Record is missing from the National Archive, but other sources are cited in Mount Lawley 

Men in the Great War below. A brief summary from those other sources appears below.  

 

Australian Imperial Force Summary of Record 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206816 

 

 

  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=206816


City of Vincent Name the Lane   Lane 3 or 4 MERIFIELD 
 

Page 3 of 9 
 

Landgate Duplication and Proximity tests: 
https://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/9536/Road-Naming-Get-Right.pdf 

WA Electoral Roll - duplication 
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/content/documents/List_of_Streets.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Google maps - proximity 
 www.google.com.au/maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merrifield Park Kallaroo 20.45  klm NOR  

 

Merrifield Place Kallaroo 20.68  klm NOR  

 

Merrifield Circle Leeming  15.19 klm SOR 

 

Merrifield Ave Kelmscott 24.15 km SOR 

 

https://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/9536/Road-Naming-Get-Right.pdf
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/content/documents/List_of_Streets.pdf
http://www.google.com.au/maps
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Summary 
http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/docvault.nsf/web/PS_LD/$file/GNCommittee.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  

MLS did not use the Locate function on the Landgate website as suggested. The current version of 

Locate uses google maps. Google maps does not produce a complete list of all the streets, roads etc. 

when searching by forename only. The beta version of Locate using esri also appears to provide 

incomplete information. 

Of all the data sources tested, the WA Electoral Roll appears to be the most complete. We therefore 

used WA Electoral Roll then google maps for confirmation. 

Name is not duplicated in City of Vincent  

Name is not duplicated in adjoining locality (Mt Lawley, North Perth, Highgate) 

Similar Name is duplicated less than 6 times in metro area (Kallaroo x 2, Kelmscott, Leeming) 

Similar Name is duplicated less than 3 times NOR (Kallaroo); less than 3 times SOR (Kelmscott, Leeming) 

Similar Name Duplicated less than 15 times within WA (4 times)  

Similar Name more than 10 klm from a road with the same (or homonym) name (15.19 klm) 

 

http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/docvault.nsf/web/PS_LD/$file/GNCommittee.pdf
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Long association with the area 

Mount Lawley Men in the Great War 
(# 3) by Peter Conole 

MLSNewsletterV37#4Dec2014 
 

The prosperity of Western Australia in the 1890s attracted immigrants from other colonies as well as 

other countries. The Merifield family of Mount Lawley were Cornish in origin and the paternal line, 

stemming from the ancient market town of St Columb Major, can be traced back to the 1600s.  

Thomas Merifield (1828-1903) of St Columb and his wife Elizabeth Jones decided to leave County 

Cornwall and try their luck in Victoria, possibly in the immediate aftermath of the 1850s Gold Rush. 

The couple settled at Heathcote near Bendigo and remained in the district for the rest of their lives. 

The recession of the 1890s hit rural Victoria very hard and led to another move. Their son Francis 

John Merifield (1870-1932) married Louisa Bennet in 1892 and left for the ‘Golden West’ while in the 

early stages of raising a family. The Merifields arrived in about 1899: judging from what happened 

afterwards it seems certain that Francis already had reserves of capital to invest. 

They set up house at No.661, Beaufort Street, Mount Lawley (next to the then State Theatre, now 

the Astor) Francis established and managed a highly successful grocery store on the corner of 

Aberdeen and William Streets. He prospered as a man of business right up until the early 1930s. 

Newspaper reports reveal that the family rose in status, for Francis and Louisa were able to socialise 

freely with the local elite. 

Early in the 1900s the Merifields received the ultimate compliment of criminal attention. During 

March 1903 Francis left his store one evening with a bag containing over 100 pounds in cash. Three 

thugs ambushed him and tried to carry off his holdings. However, two young men saw what was 

happening and raced to the rescue. They collared one of the felons, whose fate at the hands of the 

Beaufort Street court magistrate might be amusing to trace in an idle moment. 

By about 1914 Francis, Louisa and their family had moved to a finer dwelling in Mount Lawley, a 

house at No 19, Grosvenor Road. Four of their youngsters reached adulthood, daughters Ruby 

Marian and Irene and sons William Thomas and Francis John (junior). The young man of the family, 

William Thomas Merifield (1896-1978), obtained employment as a process engraver - exacting and 

artistic work which was important to the photography, publishing and film industries of the early 

20th Century. 

A few months after the outbreak of World War I, William responded to the call to arms and enlisted 

as a private in the 28th Battalion of Infantry of the Australian Imperial Force on June 16, 1915. It is 

common knowledge that the 28th Battalion was one of the best Australian fighting outfits of the 

Great War and it would be brilliant to be able to trace William’s career as a member, as he did very 

well for himself. It is really awful to admit that we cannot – for the worst of all possible reasons. His 

service file has not been preserved in the National Archives, which is astounding and unusual. 

We have a few snippets of information courtesy the Australian War Memorial sites and sundry 

newspaper reports. Private William Merifield (number 1755) left for the front on the ‘Demosthenes’ 

on July 23, 1915, possibly in time for service in the last stages of the Gallipoli campaign. He was 

certainly in the thick of things in France. By 1918, according to the Nominal Roles listing all personnel 

returning to Australia, he had risen to the rank of Sergeant in the 28th Battalion. 
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He ran out of luck during August or September, 1918. The Western Argus of October 29, 1918 

includes him among the injured in one of those depressingly long lists of WA men who had been 

killed or wounded or reported missing during the Australian ‘victory surge’ of that critical European 

summer and autumn. William remained on the active service list well after the end of hostilities and 

returned to Australia on the ‘Marathon’ in late 1919. For reasons difficult to account for in our time 

because of lost records, he had been assigned a different army number (4799) by then. 

Sergeant Merifield had done the family proud and earlier in the war his father Francis John the Elder 

– despite his advanced years and assorted business or home duties – tried to join him at the front in 

1916. He lied about his year of birth, declaring himself to be 44 (just under the upper limit), but the 

Army found out the truth and he was rejected on age and possibly health grounds as well. 

Francis John Merifield the Younger (1901-1979) is not known to have made any attempt to enlist 

while under the age limit, possibly because by 1918 the family was too well-known in WA to make 

any falsehoods about his date of birth feasible. 

Francis John Merifield the Elder remained a prominent and well-respected member of the Mount 

Lawley community until his death in 1932. 

Soldier son William Merifield obtained employment in the WA Transport department as a tram 

conductor. It may well be the work merely supplemented a returned serviceman’s pension, but 

certainty is impossible without additional documentation. The old soldier’s gallantry was again on 

display in his middle years, when the Daily News (July 27, 1943) printed the annual WA Bravery 

Awards. William received a Certificate of Merit for rescuing a driver from burning wreckage after a 

crash between a tram and a large truck in Beaufort Street. 

William Merifield left no known descendants. 

His brother Francis John the Younger did, although available data on such matters is far from 

complete. Francis also became a prominent Mount Lawley identity and apparently held senior 

positions in the WA Railways Department. The West Australian (March 29, 1945) reported that as 

the next World War drew to a close he was the Secretary of the WA Railways and Tramways 

Institute. A few years later he involved himself in Mount Lawley municipal politics. 

As a kind of coda to Merifield family history in Mount Lawley, it is interesting to note that Francis 

John the Younger’s son resumed the service tradition in World War II. Private Francis Alan Merifield 

(born 1923) served in the 2/17th Battalion of Infantry from 1942 until 1947 
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Wise’s Post Office Directories  
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/wa_resources/post_office_directories 

The Merifields are associated with 19 Grosvenor Rd and other addresses in the area. Searches were 

undertaken for Francis and Louisa, and for William Merifield once he had returned from the War. 

See the table on the next page. 

The Merifield family were well known and Francis and Louisa remained in the area until their 

respective deaths in 1932 and 1935.  William continued the association as he lived nearby at 31 

Alma Rd until at least 1949, (when Post Office Directories were discontinued.)  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/wa_resources/post_office_directories
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Year Event 19 Grosvenor Rd  Merifield 31 Alma Rd North Perth 

1913   Merifield, Francis 40 Raglan Rd North Perth  

1914   Merifield, Francis 72 Grosvenor Rd North Perth  

1915 William Enlisted   Merifield, Fras 72 Grosvenor Rd North Perth  

1916  Merifield, Francis   

1917  Merifield, Mrs L   

1918  Merifield, Mrs L   

1919 William demob  Merifield, Mrs L 205 Walcott St North Perth  

1920   Merifield, Mrs L 205 Walcott St North Perth  

1921   Merifield, F confectioner 661 Beaufort St Mt L  

1922   Merifield, F confectioner 661 Beaufort St Mt L  

1923    Merifield, William 

1924    Merifield, William 

1925    Merifield, William 

1926    Merifield, William 

1927    Merifield, William 

1928    Merifield, William 

1929    Merifield, William 

1930   Merifield, F confectioner 661 Beaufort St Mt L Merifield, William 

1931    Merifield, William 

1932 Francis died  Merifield F confectioner 661 Beaufort St Mt L Merifield, William 

1933    Merifield, William 

1934    Merifield, William 

1935 Louisa died   Merifield, William 
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Name the Lane MERIFIELD 
 

William Thomas Merifield enlisted out of 19 Grosvenor Rd and served our country for over four 

years from 1915 to 1918 in the Great War. In the midst of that in 1918 he was wounded seriously 

enough to be removed from the field of battle and be reported in the Wounded list published in 

local papers.  

His father Francis Merifield ran a confectionary business for many years in the local area at 661 

Beaufort St (where Adam’s Barber Shop now stands), and Francis and Louisa lived at several 

addresses in the area in the 20 year period researched. William too stayed close, and lived just 

around the corner at 31 Alma Rd. 

Naming Lane 3 or 4 MERIFIELD would honour both William’s service, and the Merifield family’s long 

private and commercial association with the area. 


