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ARNOLD’S PHARMACY  

Alexander Buildings, 645 Beaufort St, Corner of Walcott and Beaufort Street 

Introduction 
Arnold is the name proposed for Lane 1, which runs behind the Alexander buildings on the Corner of 

Beaufort and Walcott Streets. Arnold’s Pharmacy was established in the Alexander Buildings in 1910 

and ran at least until 1949 under that name. It was named after the proprietor, Mr Albert Edward 

Arnold, and then his son Mr Maxwell Arnold who operated the pharmacy until the 1980’s. 

If Arnold is unacceptable as it is also a forename, we would like to suggest Arnolds as a suitable 

alternative. 

Please see below for more supporting documentation. 

Arnold’s Pharmacy Photo 
 

 

From the Archives of the Mt Lawley Society, photo #0642. Date of photo unknown 

Alexander Buildings, south west corner of Walcott and Beaufort Streets 
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Arnold Family History 
 

Interview with Mr Maxwell Arnold by Rosemary Cant. (date unknown but in the 1980’s) 

Thank you to Mr Arnold and his family for providing the material  

Source: Mt Lawley Society Newsletter V38 #3 Oct2015 

 

Mr. William Arnold and his wife, Elizabeth Lanark, nee Smart, both of Nalesworth Gloucester, arrived 

in Western Australia on 6.12.1842 on board the “Trusty”. Their three children, Anne born 13.3.1836, 

Elizabeth born 19.1.1838, and Sarah born 27.4.1840, came with them. The family initially settled in 

Australind where Henry was born 22.6.1843. Four more children were born to William and Elizabeth: 

John 29.7.1845, William on 10.11.1847, Charles on 12.11.1849 and Serena on 10.10.1852. These four 

children were born in Perth. Erickson records William working as a gardener in Perth in 1847 and as 

a labourer in 1849.  

Henry married Mary Jane Cousins, born 3.10.1857. In 1869 he was a store assistant in Perth and had 

purchased Perth town lot 1869. Henry and Mary had eight children: Maude Emily born 10.7.1870, 

George Henry born 5.10.1872, Albert Edward born 20.9.1878, Effie Rose born 17.6.1880, Vivian 

Laurence born 3.11.1882 and Aubrey Norman born 20.1.1886.  

Albert Edward Arnold (1878 – 1949) 

Albert was educated at the Perth Boy’s School. He obtained his first position in the “Daily News” 

office (later the “Morning Herald”). Whilst there, Dr. Jameson, his mother’s family doctor, took a 

liking to Bert and placed him in his chemist shop in William Street, opposite the Governor Broome 

Hotel.* The shop was managed by a Mr. Dean who later went into partnership with a Mr. Collett. 

Bert continued with the firm working in a shop in Hay Street on the present Ambassadors Pharmacy 

site. After leaving there Mr. Bert Arnold was employed in Arthur Parke’s chemist shop opposite and 

then looked after the management of a chemist shop on the corner of Wellington and Marquis 

Streets, West Perth (1901). This business was owned initially by Dr. Officer and McWilliams and then 

later sold to Mr. Bert Arnold.  

He (Mr Bert Arnold) later started a business in Charles Street (1904) and also took over a shop on the 

corner of Aberdeen and Lake Streets (1905) previously owned by Mr. Joe Jeffs, chemist.  

Mr. Bert Arnold sold this business about 1909 and established Arnold’s Pharmacy at 645 Beaufort 

Street, Mount Lawley. This was Mount Lawley’s first pharmacy. (Arnold’s Pharmacy was the first and 

longest lasting tenancy, facing Beaufort Street). 

It is understood that the Arnold family did not initially live on the premises but resided in Rookwood 

Street, Mount Lawley whilst living quarters were built. Mr. Bert Arnold had 6 children, 4 boys; Les, 

Trevor, Maxwell and Ted and 2 girls; Mollie and Beryl. 

About 1912/13 the family shifted to living quarters behind and above the pharmacy remaining there 

until around 1924 when they moved to 31A Rookwood Street but retained the pharmacy. The 
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pharmacy quarters comprised of 3 bedrooms, lounge, dining room, balcony and kitchen. All are now 

used as pharmacy store rooms. 

 

Other Family Members 

Other members of the Arnold family also lived in Mount Lawley. Maude who married Ralph Lilywhite 

(Bank Manager) lived firstly in Spinoza Street and later in Rookwood (corner Rookwood Street and 

Vale Road ≈ 1920 – 1930). Mr. Viv Arnold, who worked in the Lands Department, lived in Longroyd 

Street and Mr. Dick Arnold, employed by the Postal Department, lived in Rookwood Street. 

Mr. Maxwell Arnold born 1914, the present proprietor, studied at the Technical College in St. 

George’s Terrace, qualifying as a pharmacist in 1935. He was apprenticed to his father in the 

Beaufort Street pharmacy. Mr. Maxwell Arnold served overseas to W.A. in 1946.  

Mr. Albert Arnold died of a heart attack 1949. 

The Pharmacy  

Suppliers and Supplies: F. H. Faulding bought out Avery Gould, and Drug Houses of Australia was 

bought by Slater Walker. All pharmacy lines were bought and dispensed. Chemists did a lot more 

compounding than is current practice and dispensing was very different. Many chemists had their 

own compounds. Up to 1935 Doctors used liquids and chemicals much more. Most dispensing was 

bottles, many of which are still in existence.  

Equipment: A pill making machine was used to make cachets. These were starch containers rather 

like 2 straw boater hats fitted together. The cachets were tasteless and the starch dissolved in the 

stomach. Pestles, mortars, ointment slabs and suppository moulds were also used. This specialised 

equipment is still in the pharmacy.  

Décor: The décor of Arnolds Pharmacy was similar to that of Scurlock’s now on display in the W.A. 

Museum. Glass stoppered dispensing bottles were displayed on shelves. The frontage of the 

pharmacy was altered in 1950 and the shelves inside are not original.  

Doctors in the Neighbourhood 

Dr. J. Vere Arkle; Dr. Rundall;  Dr. Pearson  - Rooms quite close together in  Beaufort Street between 

Walcott Street  and Queens Crescent (about 1925). Dr. Finkelstein – rooms initially in Walcott Street 

and then shifted to Field Street. Dr. Keith Gray – Walcott Street. 

Other Pharmacies 

John Scurlock, Beaufort Street, Highgate, 1912. Other pharmacies sprang up as the tram line was 

extended and the area became more populous, e.g. Doug Mantock in Walcott Street, and Jack Cass 

near the Mount Lawley subway. 

Assistants 

Mr. Leo Larken when Mr. Maxwell Arnold was quite a young child. There would probably have been 

other assistants at various times but the business was not great and could possibly have been 

handled by Mr. Albert and a shop girl. Mr. Maywood, a chemist who later qualified as a doctor, 

relieved Mr. Albert Arnold in 1925. He had a pharmacy on the corner of Second Avenue and 

Beaufort Street. There would also have been many apprentices through the pharmacy. Boys were 
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then apprenticed for 4 years spending some days at Technical College and the remainder in 

pharmacies. Now the training is a 3 year W.A.I.T. course with a year in a pharmacy to learn the trade. 

 

 

Illnesses 

 Initially children’s complaints were more prevalent because Mount Lawley was a young area, now 

the population is older and there are more complaints of the elderly. Winter aliments such as coughs 

and colds were common as were chicken pox and fevers. Adults’ complaints were similar. Tonics 

were prescribed for people who became run down, e.g. anaemia for which iron tonics were 

prescribed. There was not the same prevalence of high blood pressure and heart disease although 

no doubt these occurred but weren’t recognised. There was a serious Spanish flu epidemic in 1918.  

Hospitals 

The nearest hospital was St. Anne’s in Ellesmere Road 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Landgate duplication and proximity tests:  
https://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/9536/Road-Naming-Get-Right.pdf 

 

WA Electoral Roll -duplication 
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/content/documents/List_of_Streets.pdf 

 

  

 

 

https://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/9536/Road-Naming-Get-Right.pdf
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/content/documents/List_of_Streets.pdf
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Google maps - proximity 
www.google.com.au/maps 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Arnold Crescent Kardinya 16.59 klm 

SOR 

Arnold Rd Serpentine 49.74 klm SOR 

 

 

 

Arnold Place Balga 11.00 klms NOR 

crow flies 

http://www.google.com.au/maps
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Summary 
http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/docvault.nsf/web/PS_LD/$file/GNCommittee.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  

MLS did not use the Locate function on the Landgate website as suggested. The current version of 

Locate uses google maps. Google maps does not produce a complete list of all the streets, roads etc 

when searching by forename only. The beta version of Locate using esri also appears to provide 

incomplete information. 

Of all the data sources tested, the WA Electoral Roll appears to be the most complete. We therefore 

used WA Electoral Roll then google maps for confirmation. 

  

Name is not duplicated in City of Vincent  

Name is not duplicated in adjoining locality (Mt Lawley, North Perth, Highgate) 

Name is duplicated less than 6 times in metro area (Balga, Kardinya, Serpentine) 

Name is duplicated less than 3 times NOR (Balga); less than 3 times SOR (Kardinya, Serpentine) 

Name duplicated less than 15 times within WA (10 times)  

More than 10 klm from a road with the same name in the metropolitan area (Balga 11.0 klm) 

 

http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/docvault.nsf/web/PS_LD/$file/GNCommittee.pdf
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Long Association with the Area 
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/wa_resources/post_office_directories 

See Arnold’s Pharmacy above  

Wise’s Post Office Directories  
 

Searched by address 645 Beaufort St and by surname 

Year 645 Beaufort St  Surname 

1909  Arnold, A E chemist Cnr Lake & Aberdeen Sts 
Perth 

1910  Arnold, Albert E chemist 78-80 Lake St Perth 

1911 Arnold, Albert E chemist Rookwood St Mt Lawley  (no HNs yet) 

   

1919 Arnold, Albert E chemist  

   

1929 Arnold, Albert E chemist  

   

1939 Arnold, Albert E chemist Arnold, Maxwell H Mt Lawley 

   

1949 Arnold, Albert E chemist  

 

There is a continuous association with the site from approx. 1910 to (last available Wise’s) 1949 by 

the original proprietor. 

 

Name the Lane ARNOLD or ARNOLDS 
 

Arnold’s Pharmacy was established in the Alexander Buildings by at least 1910, and occupied the site 

until at least the 1980’s. A pharmacy continues to occupy that site to this day.  

Both Mr Albert Arnold and his son Mr Maxwell Arnold served their community well out of that site 

for over 70 years, and the Arnold family was plentiful in the local area over that same period. 

Arnold/Arnolds Lane is a fitting name to commemorate a laneway where many an Arnold child 

probably went exploring, played laneway cricket, and didn’t come home until dark! 

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/wa_resources/post_office_directories

